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Forum to
educate campus
on budget cuts

Roy Biggers, director
of dining services and
ARAMARK district
manager, leaves
Western. PAGE 3A

MICHELLE DAY
Herald reporter
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Baseball
club house

Privately funded facility
to be ready for next
season. PAGE 9A
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Obama
Rally

Fountain Square celebration today marks
launch of campaign in
Bowling Green.
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ONLINE
▼

Budget
Blog

▼

Check wkuherald.
com for a live blog
of the President Gary
Ransdell’s budget
forums.

Keep Out

SGA Campus
Cleanup

▼

At 4:30 p.m., SGA members will walk the campus to pick up trash.

St. James Apartments to be renovated,
marketed toward non-college renters
RYAN W. HUNTON
Herald reporter

Print Edition

The Herald’s print pages
are now online. Visit
wkuherald.com and click
on the tab on the left
labeled “Print Edition.”
There you will be able to
download a PDF of the
complete newspaper.

LUKE SHARRETT/HERALD

The St. James Apartments at 1133 Chestnut St. are in the first
stages of renovation. Built in 1912, the building has fallen into
disrepair.
(Top) poetry, graffiti and newspaper clippings adorn the third
floor walls of the recently vacated apartments.
(Above) The chipped brick and rotting wood porches of the
apartments are evident from the front sidewalk.
(Above right) Located in the center of the building, an Austrian
style staircase carried residents up and down in the threestory apartment complex.

E-mail us at
investigate@chherald.com

WEATHER
TUESDAY

60o/37o
WEDNESDAY

69o/46o
THURSDAY

73o/52o
FRIDAY

66o/52o
SATURDAY

57o/46o
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Ceilings are crumbling in St. James Apartments.
But some of the apartment doors are open.
In Apartment 3, there was once a stripper’s pole. In the exbedrooms is graffiti boasting John Wayne Gacy and Michael
Myers.
“They asked if they could paint,” said landlord Brent
Wimpee, of Southern Kentucky Building and Remodeling Inc.
“They ransacked the place.”
Wimpee said he plans to renovate St. James Apartments and
rent to young professionals and senior citizens instead of college
students.
On April 1, all residents received a notice from Wimpee. The
notice stated that residents had until the end of the month to
evacuate the building.
Now, there are only residents in the two first floor
apartments.
See JAMES,

page

The state budget, which includes
an additional 3 percent cut to
postsecondary education, is officially
law.
President Gary Ransdell will
attempt to answer faculty, staff
and students’ questions about what
that budget means for Western on
Thursday.
Two forums will take place in the
Mass Media and Technology Hall
Auditorium.
A forum for faculty and staff will
be at 1 p.m., followed by another
forum for students at 2 p.m.
The student forum will focus
mainly on tuition, while the faculty
and staff forum will discuss the
budget more broadly, he said.
“I think you cannot overcommunicate, particularly on
financial matters,” he said.
Ransdell said he will announce at
the forums the recommendation that
he will make on April 24 to the Board
of Regents on how to spend tuition
money.
Ransdell will also discuss
Western’s budget process used
to determine the tuition rate and
enrollment projections.
The dramatic
nature of the
budget process
this year adds
to the forum’s
significance,
Ransdell said.
The
state
budget
bill
became
law
after Gov. Steve
— Gary Ransdell
Beshear didn’t
veto or sign the
President
budget by the
deadline to veto.
When the General Assembly
approved the budget on April 2, it had
the two-thirds majority vote needed to
override a veto by Beshear, said Brian
Wilkerson, communications director
for the speaker of the House.
The governor’s pocket veto
indicates that he doesn’t support the
budget but realizes a veto could be
overridden.
Ransdell had previously said that
Western can’t completely offset a
state budget cut with tuition increases,
but a tuition increase of 8 or 9 percent,
which is larger than normal, may be
necessary.
Ransdell said other administrators
will be present, but it will mainly be a
opportunity for him to communicate
to students and employees.
Some media headlines have
confused people, Ransdell said.
“I think that clarity is important,”
he said. “I don’t know to what extent
perceptions exist on what happened
and didn’t happen.”

“I think you
cannot overcommunicate,
particularly
on financial
matters.”
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Board of claims will hear testimony concerning Autry death
HOLLY BROWN
Herald reporter
A date has been set for Western to
defend itself against in a wrongful death
lawsuit regarding a student who was
murdered on campus.
The Board of Claims will hear testimony
on Aug. 13 and 14 in the wrongful death
claim of the estate of Pellville freshman
Melissa “Katie” Autry.
Autry was raped, sodomized and set on
fire in her Poland Hall dorm room on May
4, 2003, after returning from a party at the

Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity house. She died
from third-degree burns on May 7, 2003
at Vanderbilt University Medical Center
in Nashville.
The Autry estate, represented by Ben
Crocker, filed claims with the Warren
County Circuit Court against Western and
the Student Life Foundation, also naming
the Pikes and Poland Hall staff members
as defendants.
On April 18, 2005, the Kentucky
Supreme Court decided Western and the
Student Life Foundation were bound by
governmental immunity, which means the

case will be tried by the board.
“We’re significantly limited in the
Board of Claims but we’re strongly
pursuing it,” Crocker said.
The board is a court set up by the state
to deal with claims against the state.
Rather than a jury, the case will be
heard by a hearing officer who will make
a decision and report it back to the full
board for approval.
Hearing officer Jan West, who recently
ruled in favor of Western in an injury
claim, will hear the wrongful death suit.
Because claims are paid by the state

rather than the defendant organization,
claims are limited to $200,000 and they will
not compensate for pain and suffering.
According to a summary compiled
by General Counsel Deborah Wilkins’
office, the Autry estate will have to prove
Western failed to perform a clearly defined
written policy.
Negligence of supervision would not
be sufficient to support the claim.
Crocker said he feels confident he can
prove that.
See AUTRY,

page
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TIMELINE OF THE TRAGEDY
MAY 4, 2003

Pellville freshman Melissa
“Katie” Autry is found
raped, sodomized and
burned in her dorm room by
firefighters at 4:11 a.m.
Autry is flown to Vanderbilt
University Medical Center
in Nashville for treatment.
Autry dies three days later
of third- and fourth-degree
burns.

MAY 11 & 12, 2003

Scottsville men Lucas B.
Goodrum and Stephen L.
Soules are arrested and
charged with the murder
and rape of Autry. Both
men are held without bond
until their separate trials.

SEpT. 18, 2003

Autry’s estate files a
wrongful death lawsuit
against Western in the
Warren Circuit Court, also
naming the Student Life
Foundation, the Pi Kappa
Alpha fraternity and Hugh
Poland Hall staff members
as defendants.

OCT. 3, 2003

Western files a motion to
dismiss the wrongful death
suit on the grounds that
the university is a state
institution and bound by
governmental immunity.
Shortly after, The Student
Life Foundation also files
a motion for governmental
immunity.
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MARCH 23, 2004

Soules pleads guilty to
seven of nine charges.
He is sentenced to life
without chance of parole
or probation and agreed to
testify against Goodrum.

MARCH 17, 2005

After nearly two years
imprisonment, three weeks
of trial and three hours
of deliberation, Goodrum
is found innocent and
released.
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ApRIL 18, 2005

The Kentucky Supreme
Court grants governmental
immunity to Western
and the Student Life
Foundation, causing the
case to be heard by the
Board of Claims.
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DAY

BY THE NUMBERS

624

WHAT’SGOINGON?

The calendar runs every Tuesday. Send your event post request by 3 p.m. Monday to calendar@chherald.com.
TUESDAY, April 15

Number of roller coasters in the
United States in 2006.

240

Number of roller coasters in Japan in
2006.

22

-FFA Field Day, 9 a.m., Ag Expo Center
-Information Fair for the Summer Early Entry Program, 7 p.m.-10 p.m., south campus
-Sallie Bingham reading, 7 p.m., Garrett Conference Center Auditorium
-SGA Student Senate, 5 p.m., DUC 305
-The Memorandum, 8 p.m., Gordon Wilson Lab Theatre
-WKU Financial Aid Services, 8 a.m. - 3:45 p.m., Glasgow campus, room 112
WEDNESDAY, April 16

Number of roller coasters in Mexico
in 2006.

10

Number of roller coasters in Egypt in
2006.

2

Number of roller coasters in Ireland
in 2006.
Source: www.nationmaster.com/graph/lif_rol_coalifestyle-roller-coasters

t
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-WKU Trombone Studio Recital, 7:30 pm, FAC Recital Hall, FREE ADMISSION
-EcoFlix-Who Killed the Electric Car, 7 p.m., MMTH Auditorium
-Teachers as Targets, 12:45 p.m. - 1:30 p.m., South Lawn
THURSDAY, April 17
-A Night of Healing concert event w/ Backseat Goodbye, Micah & Trout, 7:30 p.m.- 9:30 p.m., DUC
-Campus Budget Forum, 1 p.m., MMTH Auditorium
-Cultural Diversity Film Series, 5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., Glasgow Campus, room 269
-Fifth Annual Kentucky Writers Conference, 4:30 p.m- 7:30 p.m., Bowling Green Public Library
-Graduating Senior Art Exhibition presented by the Art Department, Kentucky Building
-Health Services Building Dedication, 8:30 a.m., Health Services Building
FRIDAY, April 18

Crime reports

-WKU Men’s/Women’s Choral Concert, 7:30 pm, State Street Methodist Church, Admission-$8/$2
-Dynamic Leadership Institute I, noon-1:15 p.m., Glasgow Campus, room 131
-Dynamic Leadership Institute II, 1:15 p.m.- 2:30 p.m., Glasgow Campus, room 131
-Fifth Annual Kentucky Writers Conference, 8:30 a.m- 2:45 p.m., Bowling Green Public Library

Arrests

u Jared J.E. Person, Sunset Street, was arrested
on April 9 on charges of driving on a suspended
license and expired registration.
Person was released from Warren County
Regional Jail on April 9 on a $275 cash bond.
u Henry D. Barritt, Ragland Avenue, was
arrested on April 8 on charges of alcohol intoxication in a public place at Clay Street.
Barritt was released from Warren County Jail
on April 8 on time served.

SATURDAY, April 19
-WKU Jazz Band Performance, 7:30 pm, Capitol Arts, FREE ADMISSION
-4th Annual Hilltopper Black Bag Classic, 7 a.m.-1 p.m., Port Oliver Boat Ramp at Barren River Lake
-Autism Awareness Fun Walk and Festival, 1 p.m.- 5 p.m., Area in front of Cherry Hall, South Lawn
-College of Health and Human Services Awards Banquet, 6 p.m., Carroll Knicely Center Ballroom 130

Reports

u Matthew Becke, McCormack Hall, reported
on April 9 a theft, after his black Sony Ericson cellular phone was stolen from the Preston Center.
The value of the theft was $200.

SUNDAY, April 20
-WKU Percussion Ensemble Recital, 3:00 pm, FAC Recital Hall, FREE ADMISSION

GREEK LIFE

AGR house gains city approval

MICHELLE DAY
Herald reporter
Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity was officially readmitted
into the University District at
last week’s meeting, meaning the city approves of the
fraternity’s use of its property
at 1436 Chestnut St.
The fraternity had several requirements it had to
meet before being readmitted, Planning Group Manager
Jonathan Britt said.
Those include meeting
building and fire code standards, redrawing a site plan,
turning in neighborhood surveys and installing exit signs,
Britt said.
Britt said he gave the staff
report about the fraternity at
the meeting and made a recommendation for the approval.
The hearing was original-
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ly scheduled for March 11,
but the University District
Review Committee didn’t
have quorum, so the hearing
was rescheduled.
Complying with zoning
ordinances wasn’t specifically part of the fraternity’s
probation conditions, but it
does mean that now there
are no problems with them
operating in their house or
their probationary status, said
Charley Pride, director of student activities and organizations.
AGR was suspended in
February 2006 after an incident at the fraternity’s house
that included alcohol violations, nudity and hazing, after
pledges were told they would
have to have sex with a goat.
The fraternity was reinstated on campus in November
2007 on probationary status
after serving about half of the

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

original 3-year suspension.
When AGR was suspended, it didn’t go through the
annual review process.
The last time the fraternity
went through the review process was Nov. 8, 2005, before
the suspension, according to a
committee staff report.
There are about 23 organizations at Western that are part
of the University District, and
they all have to go through an
annual review process.
The process includes a $50
recertification fee, building/
fire department inspection
reports, several forms such
as a neighborhood survey
and the fraternity’s policies
regarding social functions and
maintenance, according the
district’s annual review information letter.
Reach Michelle Day
at news@chherald.com.
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FACULTY & STAFF

Western welcomes new
ARAMARK director

MICHELLE DAY
Herald reporter
There’s no place like home
for Roy Biggers.
The former director of dining
services and ARAMARK resident district manager at Western
transferred to Wake Forest
University to be closer to home
in North Carolina as he nears
retirement, said Gary Meszaros,
director of auxiliary services.
Tim Colley from the
University of Tennessee is
replacing Biggers, Human
Resources Director Tony
Glisson said.
Biggers could not be reached
for comment.
Biggers was at Western for
about four years, Meszaros said.
He was in charge of Western’s

James
Continued

from page

1a

Wimpee stated in the notice
that there had been issues with
code complaints and violations,
related to damage done by
tenants.
But some tenants fault poor
management.
Memphis senior Emily Spence,
one of the remaining residents,
said she’s hardly seen Wimpee.
Wimpee said he goes by the
apartments everyday.
Spence said that when her
apartment had a roach infestation
in January, she immediately
tried to get help.
But the roaches multiplied,
she said.
Spence said in March, she
ran into Wimpee in the hallway
and told him about the problem.
Wimpee said the roaches
came from the basement after
the residents left that apartment.
He said he had heard no
complaints.

Budget
Continued

from page

1a

The process of passing the
budget was tense and lasted
from Beshear’s budget address
on Jan. 29 until April 2, the day
before legislators went into a
10-day recess.
Beshear ordered a mandatory
3 percent cut to postsecondary
education on Dec. 21, 2007 to
offset a state budget imbalance
he discovered shortly after
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ARAMARK account.
Western’s account is considered a separate district because
it’s so big.
The operation at Wake Forest
is larger, Meszaros said.
The biggest impact Biggers
had at Western was growth,
Meszaros said.
During Biggers’ time at
Western, sales grew by several
million dollars and the number
of meal plan purchases increased
from about 4,000 to more than
5,000, Meszaros said.
Biggers also expanded dining on campus, Meszaros said.
Expansion projects Biggers
was involved in include a
new food court on south campus, Einstein Bros. Bagels,
a convenience store in the
Environmental Science and

Technology building and a new
food court between Pearce-Ford
Tower and Keen Hall.
Colley worked as director of
operations for ARAMARK at
the University of Tennessee.
Colley has been with
ARAMARK for 10 years.
He’s worked for Stephen
F. Austin State University in
Nacogdoches, Texas and St.
Mary’s University in San Antonio.
Colley said he wants to
sustain the trends Biggers has
started and continue to address
students’ dining needs.
“There’s been several years
of success and growth,” he
said. “I want to continue what’s
already been happening.”

In a May 2007 Herald article,
several tenants told of other poor
living conditions that included a
faulty fire alarm, poor heating
and damaged floors.
Wimpee said he’s been
worried about the boiler system.
Spence said there is hardly
heating since the apartments use
the same boiler system and hot
water pipes from the original
design.
“During the night, we just wore
a lot of layers,” Spence said.
Spence said when they
moved in in August, she saw
potential.
Her
roommate
Tyler
Bissmeyer, a junior from
Louisville, agreed.
“The building is so neglected
and disrespected,” he said.
He said other tenants have
used fire extinguishers in the
hall, thrown mattresses in the
yard.
Bissmeyer said a lady used to
come once a week to clean, but
it became too much.
Bissmeyer said his apartment
has separated itself from the
others.

“We’ve kind of made a place
of our own,” he said.
Soon, the wallpapers will be
stripped and St. James will be
renovated to its original 1912
form.
Wimpee said the apartments
will be upscale. Instead of about
$600 a month, they will cost
about $1200 a month.
He said the renovation will
take six to eight months.
Wimpee said he wanted to
renovate the apartments when
he bought the property in
2003. It took six months to get
approval and financing for the
renovation.
Spence said they will leave 10
days before the semester ends.
They will all pick up their
belongings, sleep on friends’
couches and finish final projects.
“It’s kind of stressing me
out,” she said.
Wimpee said he couldn’t do
anything about the timing.
“If you can’t get out, you
can’t get out,” he said.

taking office.
In his budget proposal on
Jan. 29, Beshear proposed an
additional 12 percent cut but
also proposed restoring all of
the capital construction projects
that were vetoed by Gov. Ernie
Fletcher in 2006.
The House and Senate
both made changes to the
budget and then went into a
conference committee to resolve
differences.
Both houses approved a
final budget the day after the
committee made revisions.

Paducah sophomore Kasey
Newton said she would
attend if she thought going
to the forum would change
anything.
Newton said she would want
to know if parking passes will
cost more.
Morgantown junior Amber
Lawrence said she would want
to ask if programs will be cut
and what tuition increase may
be ahead.

Reach Michelle Day
at news@chherald.com.

Reach Ryan W. Hunton
at news@chherald.com.

Reach Michelle Day
at news@chherald.com.
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PEOPLE

POLL

What do you think
about Western winning the ONE Campus
Challenge?
Parker
Curry
Georgetown,
Ind.
freshman

OpiniOn
STAFF EDITORIAL

Be safe, get tested

Sharla
Adeduro
Marietta,
Ga.
freshman

Last month, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention came out with a startling
new report finding one in four (26 percent) teenage women ages 14 to 19 were infected with at
least one of the four most common sexually transmitted diseases: human papillomavirus (HPV),
chlamydia, herpes simplex virus and trichomoniasis. HPV was by far the most common of the
four diseases, making up 18 percent of the 26
percent of women who were diagnosed with an
STD.
The CDC also claimed in a related study
that at least 50 percent of sexually active men and
women will acquire a genital HPV infection at
some point in their lives.
These studies are alarming considering
that the potential long-term health risks associated with HPV are infertility and cervical cancer,
but unfortunately for our generation, the risks
don't stop there. In 2004, the CDC estimated that
4,883 young people ranging in ages from 13 to 24
were diagnosed with HIV or AIDS. This figure
represented 13 percent of the new people diagnosed with HIV or AIDS that year.
Students at Western and at other campuses nationwide need to stay aware of developments and trends in sexual health. There is a feeling of invincibility among our generation when
it comes to sexual health. We are on the cusp of
adulthood, but we still want to believe that our
youth offers us a shield against sexual disease.
Early detection is the only hope for enabling treatment before debilitating complications with these
infections can occur.
Unfortunately, Western does not make
it cheap or easy for students to get tested on
campus. At Western, HIV testing costs $25, chlamydia is $20, gonorrhea is $20, and hepatitis C is
$25. This is nearly double the cost of testing at the
University of Kentucky, where HIV testing costs
$9, chlamydia $14 and gonorrhea $15. Ball State
even offers free HIV testing every Tuesday for its
students.
We thank Western for offering free HIV
testing a couple of times a year. But a couple of

“I’m happy for them.
We’ve been winning a lot
of things here lately.”

Veronica
Rainwater
Georgetown
junior
"My sorority (Omega Phi
Alpha) was really big in
to helping out, so we’re
very much in support of
the whole campaign."

Pip Daniel
Bowling
Green
sophomore
“I thought it was pretty
cool, but I think all the
cheating in the competition undermined the
integrity of the contest.”

Herald
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Porn is a filthy profession

Proud to be ONE

EVAN SISLEY
Opinion editor
I have always taken pride in my
moral consumerism. I try not to be a
consumer whore and buy things like
$100 pre-faded jeans or Chuck Taylors
after they were bought by Nike. But
even with my concern about support
of businesses and their ethics, I seem
to have missed the truly filthy business
practices of the pornography industry.
Sunday afternoon, I read about how a
porn producer and production company
owner was violently murdered in his
Pennsylvania home last year over a contract with a very highly paid porn star.
On Jan. 24, 2007, porn producer Bryan
Kocis was found dead in his Luzerne
County, Pa., home. Police reported that
his throat had been slashed, he had been
stabbed 28 times and that his home had
been set on fire to conceal the murder.

Police charged two rival pornography producers, Harlow Cuadra and
Joseph Kerekes, with Kocis’ murder.
Cuadra and Kerekes were charged with
murdering Kocis as part of a plan to get
porn star Brent Corrigan to work for
their company and not for Kocis.
I have always felt that pornography
had negative business practices, but
never knew that they went to extent
of murder. Upon reading more I found
that this is not the only case where pornography has set the scene for murder.
In fact, there are several cases in the
past couple of decades where porn stars
and producers have been involved in
murder.
I feel that my disdain for drug use
is similar to my disdain for porn. It lies
in a disdain of the business practices

associated with drug dealing. I just had
no idea that these two professions have
so much in common.
I have heard people criticizing the
way women are treated in porn, and
I completely agree with them. Many
movies do degrade women, but I think
that most people just choose not to
watch movies that degrade women if
they are disturbed by it.
But this is not a situation where
you can just say don’t watch the
companies that kill people because it
is not that easy. Violence is going to
follow any industry where morals are
skewed and large amounts of money
are at stake.
The only way to show your opposition for this blatant disregard of morality is to not support pornography at all.
If people stop watching then the money
dries up and the companies and their
business practices die away.
The opinions expressed in this commentary do not reflect those of the Herald
or the university.

SUBMISSIONS

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed
in this newspaper
DO NOT reflect those of
Western’s employees
or of its administration.

This editorial represents the majority opinion of
the Herald's 10-member editorial board.

COMMENTARY

The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries
on topics of public
interest. Here are a
few guidelines:
1. Letters should not
exceed 250 words, and
commentaries should be
700-800 words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don’t submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters
and commentaries MUST
include your name, phone
number, home town and
classification or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does
NOT print libelous submissions.

times a year is not enough to ensure that students
are offered an adequate opportunity to maintain
their sexual health. College campuses are breeding grounds for communicable disease, no matter
how they are transmitted, and Western needs to
ensure that its students are able to afford STD
testing on campus. It should not cost students $90
to get checked out for HIV, gonorrhea, chlamydia
and hepatitis C.
We also realize that education is just
as much a part of the answer in the war against
STDs as early detection. Many people from rural
areas believe that STDs and HIV are urban problems.
The National Center on Addiction and
Substance Abuse reported that rural youth are
more likely to become substance abusers than
urban youth. The report found that eighth graders in rural towns are 59 percent more likely than
urban eighth graders to use methamphetamines,
which are drugs with side effects that specifically
elevate the risk for engaging in unprotected sex
with multiple partners.
The CDC also found that the South has
68 percent of all AIDS cases among rural populations. In 2000, the CDC reported the rate of new
AIDS cases was three times higher for the South
than for other rural areas in the United States.
Don't just automatically think that
because you might be from a rural area that
your previous sexual exploits have been free of
disease. People from every different background
need to be responsible and get tested often. After
all HIV and other STDs don't care where you
grew up or what age you are.
Even though the cost of testing at
Western is cheaper than going to the local doctors
office with out insurance, Western needs to push
to make testing as cheap as possible so students
can afford to be responsible for being sexually
active.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine

As a faculty member since 1971, I
have felt pride in the many successes
of Western students. During my years
here, our students have won numerous
prestigious fellowships, repeated national
championships in forensics, and a national football championship. They have
participated in the national championship women’s basketball game and made
several trips to the Sweet Sixteen. They
have built Habitat-for-Humanity houses,
volunteered countless hours, and done
much more.
However, I have never been more
proud of Western students than I am
for their winning the nationwide ONE
Campus Challenge in the struggle to end
global poverty. Congratulations to Jamie
Lindsey Lokey, Matt Vaughan, Joey Coe
and to all other students who helped with
this important work and achievement!
What a spirit of humanity you have
shown, and what pride you have brought
to us all.
Sam McFarland
Department of Psychology
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Residents vacate last house
on education building site

HOLLY BROWN
Herald reporter

The students who lived at
1672 Normal St., moved this
weekend after a one-week
notice to vacate.
Western began the process
of acquiring the property in
December 2006, said H.B.
Clark Jr., who has been acting
on behalf of the Clark family
who owns the property.
Warren County Circuit
Court Judge Steve Wilson
awarded the property to the
university in an eminent
domain condemnation hearing March 4.
Western informed Clark
on April 7 that the property
would have to be vacated by
April 11.
However, after Clark spoke
with a Western representative, it was agreed that the
students could use the weekend to move.
Jordan Clark, H.B.’s son and
one of three residents of the
house, said he is still angry.
“I just think it’s terrible
they couldn’t wait three more
weeks,” Jordan Clark said.
“I’m pretty pissed off about
it.”
He said he has moved in
with his mother, one of the
other residents has gone to
stay with his brother and the
third resident is staying tem-

porarily with a friend.
for Humanity salvage whatThe residents moved every- ever fixtures it can,” he said.
thing that they wanted, Jordan
Stivers said they would also
Clark said.
have to test for asbestos and
H.B. Clark said yesterday hazardous materials before
that he was going some time tearing the house down.
that day to make sure every“I’m not aware of a spething they intended to take cific time table,” he said.
was gone before turning over
Although Western has
the keys to Western’s attor- already acquired the properney
Greg
ty through the
Stivers.
Warren County
He said
Circuit Court
he wasn’t
for $204,500,
sure when
the legal battle
Habitat for
over the use
Humanity,
of
eminent
to
whom
domain and the
— Jordan Clark property value
they donatStudent is still pended all salvageable
ing.
appliances and fixtures to,
After Wilson’s ruling that
would come.
allowed Western to take the
He said the appliances and property, H.B. Clark filed an
fixtures he donated, including appeal with the Kentucky Court
the refrigerator, windows and of Appeals.
siding, were worth thousands
Stivers said he is uncertain
of dollars.
what the appeals process will
Western has taken over consist of because the appeal
communication with Habitat was made in between the two
for Humanity.
portions of the one case.
Doug Ault, director of planHe said that, after the judge
ning, design and construction, ruled on eminent domain, the
said yesterday that demolition case was scheduled to go to a
would begin around midday.
jury for determining the final
However, Stivers said that value of the property.
wasn’t possible.
The appeal was filed after
“We’re not going to tear the judge’s ruling.
that building down until we
do a bunch of other things to Reach Holly Brown
it, including letting Habitat at news@chherald.com.

“I just think it’s terrible
they couldn’t wait three
more weeks. I’m pretty
pissed off about it.”
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Summers
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Courses available
in 10 sessions of

summer school:
• Full SeSSion:
May 12 – August 9

• NKU also offers a variety of
five- to eight-week sessions.
To see session dates please
visit: https://express.nku.edu
• Small class sizes
• Many available sessions to
choose from
• Progress in your chosen
degree program

ONE concert to celebrate
win in national competition

EMILY ULBER
Herald reporter
Western’s victory concert
for the ONE Campus Challenge
is tentatively set for April 29 at
8:30 p.m.
ONE Campaign officials
informed Matt Vaughan, leader of Western’s ONE Campus
Challenge, the date of the concert in an e-mail Friday.
ONE Campus Challenge
officials should be visiting
Western this week to find a
venue for the concert, said
Vaughan, a freshman from
Mexico, Mo.
Artists that will perform at
the concert are Martin Royle
and Pash, Georgie James and
Army of Me.
The concert will be free and
open to students.
ONE Campus Challenge
volunteers at Western found
out on April 9 that the university had won the challenge, a
national competition for the
ONE Campaign to raise awareness for global poverty.
Vaughan and several other
campaign members watched
the video that announced the

winner on his laptop as soon as
it was posted, he said.
“We all had mini-heart
attacks,” he said, laughing.
“It got more and more nervewracking as it got to the end.”
Martin Royle’s MySpace
page classifies him as rock/
indie/folk artist.
His music has been featured
on recent episodes of “Gossip
Girl,” “Entourage” and “Eli
Stone.”
Royle will be playing with
the indie band Pash at the
concert.
Georgie James, an indie duo,
appeared on “Late Night with
Conan O’Brien” in February.
Some of their songs include
“Need Your Needs” and “Cake
Parade.”
Army of Me’s song,
“Thinking it Over,” is featured
on the video that announced
Western as the winner of the
ONE Campus Challenge.
Army of Me have toured
with Dave Matthews Band and
Paramore, and played at festivals alongside the Killers, the
Shins and Panic at the Disco,
according to the ONE Campus
Challenge’s blog.

Vaughan said he was glad
the concert will be on a weekday.
“We actually made the suggestion to have it during the
week because Western’s such
a backpack school,” he said.
He said he hopes at least
1,000 students will attend the
concert.
ONE volunteer Kristen
Houser said that while she
hopes that the concert will
bring in a lot of people, she
thinks the awareness of global
poverty brought by the rally
on March 25 was more important.
“I feel like the rally had the
effect that we needed,” said
Houser, a Louisville sophomore.
ONE volunteer Caitlin
Zakem said that she had almost
forgotten about the concert
because she had been so caught
up with school.
“I’m really excited about it,”
said Zakem, also a Louisville
sophomore. “I think it will be a
really good experience.”
Reach Emily Ulber
at news@chherald.com.

• Get individualized attention
• Quickly improve your GPA
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Dietitian hired to help
students with health
HOLLY BROWN
Herald reporter
A part-time dietitian has
been hired by the WKU
Restaurant and Catering Group,
ARAMARK, the service that
runs all of the dining facilities
on campus.
Bonnie Holt, a registered
dietitian, has been at Western
for three weeks researching the
work of other campus dietitians
and working on a food allergy
booklet for the Web site.
She said she’s available
to students, but doesn’t think
anyone knows she’s available
yet.
Holt said her main responsibility will be to meet with
students individually who need
help or counseling in planning
a diet to address issues ranging
from vegetarian diets to sports
nutrition or diets dealing with
health problems.
“I actually had my first parent contact me about celiac
disease a couple of weeks ago,”
Holt said.
She said during the summer,
she will still be available to
students who want counseling
and she will visit the individual
dining facilities over the summer to make sure there are
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healthy options being served.
Dining Services Director
Tim Colley said the decision
to hire a dietitian came out of a
discussion he had with the previous director of food services,
Roy Biggers.
He said ARAMARK offers
this service at
some of the other
schools it caters
for.
Colley worked
at the University
of
Tennessee
before coming to
Western.
He said it was
a resource used by
many people at UT
but he would have
to wait to see how
many Western students use it before
he could tell how
beneficial it will
be here.
Colley said they thought
it was a good idea to hire
Holt because she is a Western
alumna.
Holt graduated in May
2001 with a bachelor’s degree
in dietetics and completed an internship at Spalding
University.
She is registered with

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

the Commission on Dietetic
Registration and licensed in
Kentucky, according to the
news release.
She said she has five years of
experience in clinical and community settings working for the
Barren River District Health
Department,
where she is
still a full-time
employee.
She will be
responsible for
helping the chef
make
healthy
menu selections
and evaluating
the nutritional
value of food
served in each
dining facility.
Holt said she
doesn’t
mind
working 12-hour
days between the
health department and Western.
“That’s OK,” she said. “I’m
a worker.”
Her office hours to meet
with students are Monday
through Thursday, 4:45 p.m.
to 8:45 p.m. and the office is in
the first floor of the Downing
University Center.

She will be
responsible for
helping the chef
make healthy
menu selections
and evaluating
the nutritional
value of food
served in each
dining facility.

Reach Holly Brown
at news@chherald.com.
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BOWLING GREEN

Family walks to home where son was killed

LARRY ROWELL
Herald reporter
Saban Ferizi finally saw where his
son died.
About 60 family members and
friends attended a vigil Thursday
evening for Eros Berisaj outside the
house where he died on April 3.
Berisaj, 15, was shot and killed as
he allegedly broke into a house at 525
Creekwood Court.
The attendees, many of whom
wore T-shirts adorned with photographs of Eros, gathered at about 5:15
p.m. and walked about a mile from
Eros’ family’s house to Creekwood
Court.
The Rev. Fred Brown, pastor of
the State Street Baptist Church and
friend of Ferizi, led the group in
prayer after the procession arrived at
the house.
The family had announced that
they would gather at the Warren
County Justice Center, but decided
they would march to the house.
Ferizi had previously said he
wanted to see where his son died.
Ferizi said that while seeing the
place where Eros died offered some
consolation, it didn’t answer the questions surrounding the incident.
He said he is awaiting answers
from authorities as to whether his
son was shot inside or outside the
residence.
There were multiple bruises on his
son’s face and Ferizi wants to know
how he got them.
There appeared to be three bullet
holes in the back of the house — two
holes in the door and one about a foot
and half from the door in the back
wall.
Ferizi said he wants to know how
many times Eros was shot at before
he was struck.
Ferizi also wants to know if someone was with Eros that afternoon and
Officer Barry Pruitt, public information officer for the Bowling Green
police, said investigators are looking
into that possibility.
Eros’ sister, Valentina Ferizi, said
investigators told her they would subpoena Eros’ cell phone records to

determine whom he talked with that
day.
Attendees at Thursday’s vigil
spent about 20 minutes on the street
in front of the house and then
placed flowers on the curb before
leaving.
Cassie Reece, 15, a freshman at
Warren Central High School, said
she had known Eros for about four
years.
“I never imagined he’d do anything like this,” she said.
Barbara Mosley, 14, attended
Moss Middle School with Eros and
had known him for about six years.
Eros called Mosley the afternoon
he was killed and told her he was
going to get his mother something to
eat, she said.
“Just before he hung up, he told
me he loved me,” Mosley said.
Reach Larry Rowell
at news@chherald.com.

attendees at Thursday’s
vigil spent about 20 minutes
on the street in front of the
house and then placed
flowers on the curb before
leaving.
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(above) Remembering their lost
friend, Sestic and Alanda Begunobic
hold up a sign outside the house
where eros Berisaj was shot.
(right) As he looks at the house
where his son, Eros Berisaj, was shot,
father Saban Ferizi cries in remembrance as friend rev. Fred Brown
comforts him. “I want to know the
truth of how my son died,” Ferizi said.
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Tight budget slows growth
MARIANNE HALE
Herald reporter
Increasing enrollment continues to push Western’s regional
campuses to search for funding
for expansion.
The General Assembly’s budget didn’t provide much money
for Western’s three regional
campuses, said Doug Ault,
director of planning, design and
construction.
Ault said regional campus
expansion projects will be on
Western’s list when the university submits a six-year plan in
2010.
The Elizabethtown campus
received some planning money
for a facility, but not the $28
million needed for construction.
The Owensboro campus
project was put on a contingency
plan, meaning it would be paid
for if other revenue becomes
available.
Projects that have been on
Western’s list for a long time
took priority over the regional
campuses’ growing need for
more space.
“Although they are important
to the communities and Western,
there just wasn’t enough money
to go around,” he said.
The campuses handle increasing enrollment with modular

units called educational pods
that provide additional offices
and classroom space.
Both the Owensboro and
Glasgow campuses have the
units.
Glasgow has already outgrown its need for classrooms
and faculty offices since moving to a new facility in 2002,
Glasgow Director Juanita
Bayless said.
The modular units will be
used until funding becomes
available for more permanent
structures, she said.
The educational pods serve
as a temporary solution that
might last five to six years, said
Don Swoboda, dean of extended
learning and outreach.
Modular units on the
Owensboro campus contain two
30-seat classrooms with carpeting and drop ceiling, but sit
in the middle of a grassy field
instead of a permanent structure,
Ault said.
The
Owensboro
and
Elizabethtown campuses also
share space with community
and technical colleges, Swoboda
said.
Owensboro won’t have to
wait for the General Assembly
to approve funds to add classroom space.
Daviess County will fund a

$6 million bond project to build
a facility on the campus, said
Nate Pagan, Daviess County
program manager.
The county wants to increase
the number of its residents with
bachelor’s degrees, he said.
Daviess County bought 28
acres to expand the Owensboro
campus, but it will be a longterm project.
The project will go out to bid
after earthwork begins this summer, Ault said.
The building will primarily
contain classrooms, but will also
have offices for its expanding
staff.
Elizabethtown has also
experienced staff growth that
demands more space, but it
doesn’t have all the funding
it needs to start construction,
said Ron Stephens, director of
Elizabethtown/Fort Knox.
Adding an academic adviser and more financial aid and
career services contributes to the
need for more space, Stephens
said.
Regional campus students
should have access to some of
the same services that students
on the main campus have, he
said.
Reach at Marianne Hale
news@chherald.com.
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Danialle Moore, a senior from Memphis, Tenn., and Tharpam Chamjock, a senior, from Sudan,
Africa, explain the research project they have been working on for two months to one of the
judges at the 38th annual student research conference at the Carroll Knicely Conference Center on
Saturday. Moore and Chamjock researched the epidemic of aIDS in africa, “We wanted to increase
awareness on aIDS in africa,” Moore said.

Campus research conference
spotlights student involvement
LAUREL WILSON
Herald reporter
A roomful of students stood
next to their posters at the Carroll
Knicely Conference Center on
Saturday, while awaiting to
explain their projects to judges.
Those poster presentations
were part of the 38th Annual
WKU
Student
Research
Conference, in which more than
150 students from 25 departments presented research projects, giving either a poster presentation or an oral presentation, said Stuart Burris, an associate professor of chemistry and
chair of the Student Research
Council, which organized the
conference.
Faculty members judged students based on rationale, depth,
organization and ability to relate
to other disciplines, Burris said.
Although students are judged
for their presentations, that isn’t
the focus of the event, said
Raymond Poff, an associate
professor of recreation administration and chair elect for the
Student Research Council.
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The purpose of the event was
to encourage student involvement and scholarly activity,
Poff said.
“It gives students the opportunity to present to their peers
and interact with people from
other disciplines,” Poff said.
The conference is the first
time many students gave a
presentation, and it provided a
friendly environment because
they knew the people they spoke
to, Burris said.
The first time Burris gave
a presentation was at the 1992
Student Research Conference,
and it has helped him throughout his career, he said.
Leitchfield senior Rebekkah
Lively presented research relating to chemistry, her major.
She researched the project
for a year and a half, and it
serves as her Honors thesis, she
said.
Earlier this year, Lively went
to a national chemistry conference to present her research, but
she said it’s less threatening at
the conference here, since she
knows many of the people.
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Learning presentation skills
will help her in the future, she
said.
“In grad school a lot of it is
presentations, and this helped
get me familiar,” Lively said.
Lebanon senior Winston
Maupin, who gave a presentation on electrochemistry, said
he found doing research nerveracking, but that he still thinks
it’s beneficial.
“It’s good to have a presentation under your belt for your
resume,” Maupin said.
Angela Dao and James Lutz,
both seniors in the Academy
of Math and Science from
Elizabethtown, presented a project about biology they worked
on this year.
The experience she’s had at
the conference will help her
throughout college and beyond,
Dao said.
“It’s a long and frustrating
process but once you see the
end result, it’s well worth it,”
Dao said.
Reach Laurel Wilson
at news@chherald.com.
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New baseball clubhouse
funded by private donor
MARIANNE HALE
Herald reporter
Baseball facility improvements could help bring star
players to Western through
recruitment.
A baseball clubhouse will be
ready for use next baseball season after years of planning.
Plans for the clubhouse have
existed for more than eight
years, but funds for the $1 million project haven’t been available until recently.
The private source of funding
will be announced in the next
few weeks, Associate Athletics
Director Craig Biggs said.
The donor hasn’t been publicly released, but the baseball
team met the man, who is from
Lexington, junior catcher J.B.
Paxson said.
The clubhouse will be built
near the baseball field, adjacent
to the indoor hitting facility.
“Other teams will be kind
of in awe of what we’ve got
going,” Paxson said.

Autry
Continued

from page
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“They admitted their procedure was to lock doors and, for
whatever reason, they didn’t do
it,” he said.
Crocker said, according to
Western’s dorm policies, nonresidents are supposed to be
accompanied by a resident,
show identification to the dorm
staff and sign in.
“When Stephen Soules and
possibly the other person came
in, when they came in, the people
working just didn’t do it,” he said.

Construction on the clubhouse will begin later this year
and should be done before the
2009 baseball season, said Doug
Ault, director of planning, design
and construction.
The team tried to raise money
for the clubhouse before the private donor decided to fund the
project.
The clubhouse will be one of
several new additions and renovations made for the baseball
program in the past few years.
“It’s the final big piece of the
puzzle,” Biggs said.
Earlier improvements included new grandstands, ticket offices, an indoor batting facility and
concession area, Ault said.
All these projects are part of an
athletics Master Plan that includes
improvements baseball facilities
and Diddle Arena, he said.
The clubhouse will contain
coaches’ offices, locker room
facilities, a players’ lounge and
a team meeting room.
The team sometimes holds
meetings in the dugout, Ault said.

Locker rooms will be larger
and closer to the baseball field, a
convenient location for the team.
Players won’t have to drive
from the locker room in Diddle
Arena to the baseball field,
Paxson said.
The clubhouse will also help
recruitment.
Western’s baseball program
continuously competes recruiting with elite programs within
the Sun Belt Conference, Biggs
said.
Adding the new facility will
have a huge effect on the baseball program through boosting
recruitment, junior shortstop
Terrence Dayleg said.
Better players want to come
to better facilities, he said.
After the many improvements throughout the past years,
the athletics department plans to
continue enhancing its facilities.
“We’re always tweaking and
adding stuff,” Biggs said.

“These were their own rules.”
Stephen L. Soules pleaded
guilty to the murder and rape of
Autry on March 23, 2004.
According to Wilkins’ summary, Soules refused to testify
as to how he got into Autry’s
dorm.
The Autry estate hasn’t
pursued the individual claims
against the dorm staff and the
fraternity members since the
Supreme Court ruling, Wilkins
stated.
Western attorney, Greg
Stivers, said the Supreme Court’s
ruling means that Western, the
Student Life Foundation and the
resident hall staff are all being
tried as the same entity.

“They are named in their official capacity,” Stivers said. “If
they did something wrong, then
that would be the university.”
Soules and Lucas B.
Goodrum were arrested and
charged with the rape, sodomy
and murder of Autry but were
not named in the civil claim.
Crocker said it is because
they were being tried in the
criminal justice system.
Soules received life in prison
with no chance for parole or
probation.
Goodrum was acquitted at
trial in March 2005.

News briefs

‘Beyond Our Borders’ photo exhibit to open April 22

The Western community will soon be able to see the pictures
photojournalism students have captured abroad.
They can do so on April 22 at the opening of “Beyond Our
Borders,” an exhibit in the Mass Media and Technology Hall gallery on the first floor.
The opening ceremony will begin at 4 p.m. Speakers at the event
will include President Gary Ransdell, Chief International Officer
Cornell Menking, Provost Barbara Burch and Potter College Dean
David Lee.
The exhibit consists of 33 photos taken by 16 students. The photos were taken in countries such as France, Spain, Ecuador, Bolivia
and Peru. The work will be on display through August.
For more information, contact Jim Bye at (270) 745-8927.
— Nina Bosken

Event to honor influential women

On Friday, the organization Women of Western, the women’s
studies department and Housing and Residence Life will present
“Generations of Women Moving History Forward.”
The student affairs Web site describes this event as “A miniconference open to the WKU campus and community that honors
those women who have moved history forward.”
Speakers will include Becky Bennett, director of the Career
Services Center; Women’s Studies Instructor Molly Kerby; Saundra
Ardrey, head of the political science department; and Assistant
Communication Professor Jennifer Lewis. Refreshments will be
served.
The event will begin at 1 p.m. and end at 6:30 p.m.
A conference schedule and registration information can be
found at the Women of Western web site at http://www.wku.edu/
housing/wow/.
— Ami Clayton

Reach Marianne Hale
at news@chherald.com.

Reach Holly Brown
at news@chherald.com.
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The team competed in two
meets over the weekend, the Sea
Ray Relays in Knoxville, Tenn.
and the Boston-Moon Classic in
Nashville.
At the Relays, the women’s
4x400-meter relay team of
sophomores Miaie Williams and
Kellie Morrison, junior Alecia
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Find that Juco gem no one
saw, mainly at the forward spot,
or possibly find that undersized,
under-recruited high school
forward that can contribute
immediately.
It is a shame that McDonald
was unable to keep Nored and
Narcisse, but it will take a lot to be

Brown and senior Valerie Brown
improved their time by more
than two seconds with a NCAA
Regional qualifying mark of
3:38.57.
This time was a new program
record, beating the previous mark
by 3.5 seconds. They finished
fourth overall.
The relay team had already put
up a qualifying time of 3:41.07
in the Florida State Snowbird
Invitational on March 23.
At the Moon Classic, junior
Steve Wilson won the men’s
800-meters with a time of
1:54.24 and also finished third
in the long jump with a jump of

22-11.25.
Also collecting two top-three
finishes was junior Andrew
Campbell, who placed third in
both the shot put and the discus
with throws of 46-11 and 140-5,
respectively.
Senior Asa Dew recorded a
season best mark in the triple
jump with a distance of 48-8.25.
The team will now prepare
for the Vanderbilt Invitational,
beginning Friday and concluding
Saturday on the campus of
Vanderbilt in Nashville.

able to live up to Horn’s recruiting
knowledge. You know he didn’t
do too bad when the schools these
kids decided to switch to were
NCAA tournament teams last
season (Nored to Butler, Narcisse
to Clemson).
This season will be the test
of McDonald’s true fiber Unlike
Horn, who inherited Antonio
Haynes, Anthony Winchester,
Mike Wells and a cast of surefire all-Sun Belt picks, McDonald
won’t have the pleasure of

coaching the likes of Courtney
Lee, Tyrone Brazelton and Ty
Rogers.
He’ll have a roster of talented
players, but not automatic impact
players.
So play the game, coach.
Which door will you pick?
Sorry though, no new car
included. A great start to a head
coaching career should suffice.

Reach Chris Acree
at sports@chherald.com.

Reach David Harten
at sports@chherald.com.
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4X400 Meter team breaks
record
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TENNIS

Weekend’s sweep has team
looking forward to Sun Belt

SARAH HYMAN
Herald reporter
Though
the
matchups
for this weekend’s Sun Belt
Conference tournament haven’t
been released, the team’s seniors
already know their game plan.
“Winning our first round
match is the big goal,” senior
David Bowman said. “We’ve
never done that before, and we
only have one more chance.”
The team’s four seniors
— two on the men’s side, two
on the women’s — have never
advanced past the opening round
of the tournament, which begins
on Friday in Monroe, La.
The Sun Belt hasn’t released
the tournament’s seedings, but
coach Jeff True said he expects
the Toppers (13-4) to receive a 7
or 8 seed, and the Lady Toppers
(10-7) to be placed as a 10 or
11 seed.
“We always recognize the
Sun Belt as being the toughest
part of our schedule,” he said.
“It’s a major challenge, a major
hurdle to get over, but we’re
definitely playing better than in
past years.”
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ball where it needs to go,” Elson
said. “He’s making great decisions
in the run game.”
And if sophomore quarterback
Brandon Smith hadn’t already
made sure his hat was tossed into
the race for the starting quarterback
spot this fall, he made sure he was
noticed.
Despite taking the snaps, Smith
led all rushers with 124 yards on
nine carries. The highlight of the
day for Smith came on 79-yard
touchdown scamper down the left
sideline.
“He’s making good decisions in
the run game,” Elson said. “I think
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Senior Brittany Waiz said
that the pressure to win a tournament match hasn’t affected her
or fellow senior Holly Kell, but
both are determined to advance
in this year’s tournament.
“We didn’t come here expecting to win every single Sun Belt
tournament,” she said. “But we
really hoped to at least win a
match. Now we’re kind of faced
with the fact that this weekend,
we could play the last matches
of our career, and we aren’t
looking forward to that.”
The Lady Toppers played
only one Sun Belt opponent this
season, losing 7-0 to Middle
Tennessee State on April 4. The
Toppers haven’t faced a Sun
Belt foe this season.
Senior Chad True said that
though both teams have struggled, they have enough talent to
play well in the tournament.
“It’s pretty disappointing not
to have won a match yet,” he
said. “But I think we’re good
enough that we could surprise
some people this weekend.”
The Toppers have won nine
of their last 10 matches, beating
Lipscomb 5-2 on Saturday, and

sweeping Cumberland (Tenn.)
and Tennessee State 7-0 on
Sunday.
After starting the season 04, the Lady Toppers got above
.500 for the first time this season
after also sweeping their weekend matches against the same
teams, by the same scores.
The scheduled match against
Belmont on Friday was canceled
due to rain.
“This weekend set us up really well,” coach True said. “This
is exactly how you want to get
ready for your season finale,
playing your best tennis of the
season at tournament time.”
He said the tournament’s
seedings should be released by
Wednesday, but that the team’s
preparation will remain the same
regardless of who they face on
Friday.
“We’ll just have to wait and
see who we get,” he said. “But it
doesn’t matter that much. We’ll
just play like we’ve been playing
the past few weeks, and hope
that will be enough.”

he’s a guy that could make a push
and if anything he’s giving us a
very capable backup. He’s giving
us some depth and competition at
the quarterback position.”
Combined, Black and Smith
accounted for 322 of 557 offensive
yards.
“My mentality has been
whenever I go in there is to make
the best of my opportunities,”
Smith said. “The quarterbacks as
a group have been doing well this
spring making decisions. The rest
will follow.”
As well as Black passed on
Saturday, all five of Western’s
touchdowns came on the ground,
with five different players scoring
them, including freshman running
back Bobby Rainey who went
for 48 yards on six rushes and the

score.
Elson said he believes the
offense’s success is helping
the defense realize how much
improvement they need.
For example, the offense
committed just one turnover.
Good for offense, bad for defense.
Elson said what that means is the
offense is making it tough for the
defense to make plays.
One defensive player that did
make plays on Saturday was junior
defensive back Marcus Minor. He
led the first team with 10 total
tackles, seven of which were solo.
“We’re getting better every day,
today wasn’t our best day,” Minor
said. “But we intend to pick it up.”

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

Reach Sarah Hyman
at sports@chherald.com.

Reach Andrew Robinson
at sports@chherald.com.
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SOFTBALL

Intramural kicks into high gear

RYAN CAREY
Herald reporter
The first pitch of the Intramural
Spring Softball Tournament was slated
to be thrown out yesterday afternoon,
but a rainy weekend and unsafe field
conditions caused a delay until Tuesday
afternoon.
There are 38 men’s teams and 10
women’s teams that will compete to
take home the championship.
“It’s always been a big deal because
it’s the last big event before the campus points are tallied up,” Intramural
Coordinator Adam McKnight said.
“You got the fraternities and sororities
who are trying to win the Greek Cup

and then independent organizations are
trying to win the Independent Cup at the
end of the year.”
Any
rained-out
games won’t be made
up, but the goal is to
have each team play
in at least two games
before the brackets are
made, McKnight said.
This week’s and
next week’s games
are “league games” in
which teams are placed
into a league and will
play for standings within the league.
Once league play is over with, the
format will change to a bracket system

where teams will be seeded according to
their league standings.
If the weather creates problems,
the department
might put together a double-elimination tournament to ensure
everyone gets at
least two games,
McKnight said.
— Adam McKnight
The
tourwill
Intramural Coordinator nament
return to action
at 4:30 p.m. for
the women and 5:45 p.m. for the men
tomorrow for the first round of games at
the Intramural Sports Complex.

“It’s always a big deal
because it’s the last big
event before the campus
points are tallied up.”

The first women’s teams set to play
will be the 812 Women hosting Chi
Omega on field one and E-lemonadors
hosting The Home Team on field three.
The first men’s teams that will see
action are Big Hitterz hosting Heavy
Hitters on field one and Primetime hosting KA Gold on field three.
Students participating in the tournament are anticipating a good turnout.
“It’s a way to stay active and to have
a good time doing it,” Louisville freshman Chaz Vittitow said. “I’m expecting
some good competition, to meet some
students, and to have great time.”
Reach Ryan Carey
at sports@chherald.com.

BASEBALL

Toppers drop to seventh in Sun Belt

RYAN CAREY
Herald reporter
If a fan showed up in the middle of one of last weekend’s games
at Maestri Field between Western
and New Orleans, they might have
thought both teams were still taking
batting practice.
In the three-game series between
the Toppers and the Privateers, the
teams scored 54 runs and hit 12 home
runs.
The Toppers saved what could
have been a disastrous three-game
sweeps with a win on the last day
after losing the first two games of the
weekend.
Western (19-15, 7-8 Sun Belt
Conference) got the last word in
Sunday’s 13-12 victory over Sun
Belt foe New Orleans (22-11, 7-7
Sun Belt).
This is the second consecutive
series in which Western and it’s

opponent have combined for at least
50 runs in three games.
The Toppers and Florida
International combined for 57 runs
in Western’s sweep of the Golden
Panthers last weekend.
The win on Sunday put an end to a
four-game losing streak that included
losses to No. 19-ranked Vanderbilt
and rival Eastern Kentucky.
“Unfortunately we lost two out of
three,” junior second baseman Jeremy
Coleman said. “But we fought as
a team and never gave up, we just
ended up short.”
Junior catcher J.B. Paxson led the
team in hitting on Sunday, going 4for-5 at the plate with six RBIs and
no strikeouts.
“Any time you can help the team
out, and also helping my good buddy
(senior pitcher) Colby Beach out,
and try to get a big lead to start off
so he can just go out there and make
pitches,” Paxson said of Sunday’s

contest. “You know the way the runs
had been scoring there on Friday and
a little bit on Saturday, we had to
jump on ‘em early.”
Junior right fielder Chad Cregar
hit his 13th home run of the season
as the designated hitter while going
2-for-4 with two RBIs.
The win came after a disappointing
start to the weekend with a 5-3 loss on
Saturday and a 11-10 loss on Friday.
After giving up a run in the first
inning, sophomore pitcher Matt
Ridings threw four scoreless innings
before giving up four runs through
six and two-thirds innings of work.
The Toppers lineup had just four
hits on the day and struck out 10
times on Saturday.
Friday’s outing was another day
where the hitters had a field day.
Junior short stop Terrence Dayleg
hit his third home run of the season in
the sixth inning and went 4-for-5 with
four RBIs.

The team as a whole scored 10
runs on 18 hits.
Sophomore pitcher Bart Carter
pitched six innings and allowed eight
runs off eight hits and struck out six.
With the two losses Western drops
down to seventh place in the Sun Belt
Conference standings.
They will have a chance to jump
back up in the conference standings
after mid-week home games against
Evansville and Vanderbilt when the
Toppers host this Arkansas State this
weekend.
“We’re still in the thick of things,”
Paxson said. “Outside of (LouisianaMonroe), everybody else has just
been beating up on each other, and
we’re gonna take Evansville and
Vanderbilt very seriously.”
The Toppers face Evansville at 6
p.m. tonight at Nick Denes Field.
Reach Ryan Carey
at sports@chherald.com.
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Brittney doesn’t see herself as any different
than any other Lady Toppers either.
“She doesn’t treat me differently at all, if
anything, I get treated worse,” she said.
Her punishments are the same as well. At
practice last week, Tyra made Brittney run
laps around the outfield three times because
she dropped a fly-ball, just like she would
make any other Lady Topper.
Coach Perry said that if nothing else,
she expects more out of her younger sister
because she knows her background.
Brittney pitched in high school and has
had to adapt to her position as an outfielder.
Tyra played in the outfield for most of
her career, giving her more experience at
her position when she started her collegiate
career.
As far as playing styles go, the two sisters
are quite a bit different.
“She is definitely faster than me,” Tyra
said. “I was more of a power hitter, while she
is a slapper.”
Brittney agreed with her sister’s view on
their playing styles, but added to them by her
own accord.
“I’m better than her,” she said.
Better or not, Perry is a solid contributor
to the Lady Topper line up this season.
Perry has made 18 starts this season,
leading all freshman on the team in hits (14)
and tying for first in runs with 11.
Both sisters enjoy being a part of the same
team.
“It’s a great opportunity for me to help
her as an athlete and to just be around her,”
Tyra said.
They are able to keep their relationship
as sisters separate from the player-coach
relationship.
“I’m just another player on the field, but
off the field, we’re sisters,” Brittney said.
The Perry sisters and the rest of the Lady
Toppers will try and break a nine-game
losing streak this week.
Western (14-25, 2-12 Sun Belt) dropped
three games to Louisiana-Monroe last
weekend and two games in a double-header
against UAB on Thursday.
The Lady Toppers face Tennessee State
in a double-header starting at 3 p.m. today at
the WKU Softball Complex.
Reach Corey Ogburn
at sports@chherald.com.
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Savannah Thomas, Classifieds Manager

For Rent

For Rent

Services

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

All Utilities Paid!
1 BR $549; 2 BR $599
3 Minutes to Campus!
New Fitness Center!
New Business Center &
Computer Lab! New hardwood!
Sparkling Pool!
Now Pre-Leasing for
Spring/Summer Semester.
Call 781-5471
www.greenhavenapartments.com

3 bedroom, 1 bath

Paul’s Barber Shop

The College Heights Herald
is now hiring for the Fall semester
for the following positions:
Advertising Department: Sales,
Production; Writing: News,
Sports, Features & copy editors; Graphics: page designers,
graphic designers, cartoonist;
Photography: staff photographers; Online: online assistants;
Systems Managers (must know
Mac OsX). The Herald also has a
delivery position open! The Herald is a great Resume Builder!
Come by Adams- Whitaker Student Publications Center (across
from Mass Media) to pick up an
application. Applications are
due April 25th, 2008.

Undercover Shoppers
Earn up to $150 per day.
Undercover Shoppers needed
to judge retail and dining
establishments. Exp. Not RE.
Call 800-722-4791
••••••••••••••••••••
Dishwashers and servers needed. Must be dependable and
have flexible schedule. Night
and weekend work will be
required. Come by the Bowling
Green Country Club to fill out
an application.

PAID ADVERTISING

••••••••••••••••••••

1 Block from WKU
Very nice, 2 bdrm apartments
1328 Adams St. $375/month
Lease and Deposit Required.
No Pets. Call 846-2397

••••••••••••••••••••

House for rent 3219 Small-

house Rd. 3bdrm, 2 1/2 bath,
large fenced in backyard.

Upstairs Apartment
1036-B Park St.

$12 Haircuts

1557 31 W Bypass

Some utilities included.

Call 781-2896. John, Kenny,

Call (270) 782-7885

••••••••••••••••••••

$525/month.

••••••••••••••••••••

4 bdrm. house near WKU

Terry, Tracey & John.

For Sale

Heat & Air, 2 1/2 Baths,

2 well-kept rental houses

••••••••••••••••••••

Generates $1,055/month

Call 270-796-3169

2 bdrm apt. large rooms $550/
month & deposit. 615 Cabell
Call 781-1164. No pets.

••••••••••••••••••••

Close to WKU
2 bdrm. house $425/month plus
utilities and deposit.
Call 796-7949.

••••••••••••••••••••

2 bdrm. and 4 bdrm.

3 blocks from WKU Campus
Call 270-791-2646

••••••••••••••••••••
Roommate Wanted
••••••••••••••••••••

Travel

••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••

Earn $800-$3200 a month
to drive brand new cars
with ads placed on them
Please visit
www.AdCarClub.com

••••••••••••••••••••

POSITION. REAL sales and
mktg internship working for
Plan It Michigan, the free

student planner avail. each fall!

GREAT RESUME BOOSTER!
Call Phil at 610-696-8384 ext 101,
phil@studentmediagroup.com or

www.studentmediagroup.com
for more info.

••••••••••••••••••••

The Hilton Garden Inn
is now hiring servers, bartenders, and kitchen staff.
Please call 270-438-1073 or
apply online at:
www. hiltonfamilyjobs.com

••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••••••••••

Minutes from WKU.

Please call (270) 991-9138.

••••••••••••••••••••

SALES and MARKETING

••••••••••••••••••••

ApArtment Hunting?

••••••••••••••••••••

Miscellaneous
••••••••••••••••••••

Textbooks
••••••••••••••••••••

Lost & Found
••••••••••••••••••••

Pets & Animals
Call Today 270-782-8282 or visit

www.chandlerpropertymanagement.com
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for
misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim.
Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to
send money or provide credit card information.
Publisher’s Notice: All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act of 1968 which makes
it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin,
handicapped status, families with children, or any intention to make such a preference, limitation or discrimination.” This
newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. Please notify
the Fair Housing Council at 502-583-3247 or 1-800-558-3247 if you feel there has been a violation.
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••••••••••••••••••••

Want

to place a

classified ad? call today! 745-2653

Pricing:$6 for first 15 words, 30¢ each additional word.
Deadlines: Tuesday’s Paper: 4pm Friday, Thursday’s Paper: 4pm Tuesday.
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Teams use weekend
success for Sun Belt
tune up PAGE 10
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Baseball

And so
goes the
transition

▼

1-2 road trip takes
offensive turn
PAGE 11A

Intramurals

Softball tournament
opening day postponed
PAGE 11A
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EVENTS

OutSide the ‘BOx

Tuesday

David Harten

▼

Baseball vs. Evansville,
6 p.m., Nick Denes
Field

Wednesday

▼

Baseball vs. Vanderbilt,
6 p.m., Nick Denes
Field

JENNA SMITH/HErAld

Tyra Perry coaches her younger sister, redshirt freshman outfielder Brittney Perry. Tyra Perry is the oldest of four children and
has always assumed leadership responsibilities with her sisters, she said. “Sometimes I’m tougher on her than the other girls,”
Tyra Perry said. “I can say anything to her because I’m her sister.”

Softball sisters

Friday

Baseball vs. Arkansas
State, 6 p.m., Nick
Denes Field
Tennis at Sun Belt
Conference tournament, 8 a.m., Monroe,
La.

▼

Track and Field at
Vanderbilt Invitational,
Nashville

Saturday

Football, Red vs. White
Spring Game, 7 p.m.,
Smith Stadium
Baseball vs. Arkansas
State, 3 p.m., Nick
Denes Field
Softball at North Texas
(doubleheader), 2 p.m.

▼

Track and Field at
Vanderbilt Invitational,
Nashville

Sunday

Baseball vs. Arkansas
State, 1 p.m., Nick
Denes Field

▼

Softball at North
Texas, 11 a.m.

Monday

Men’s Golf at Sun Belt
Conference tournament, Florence, Ala.
Women’s Golf at
Sun Belt Conference
tournament, Muscle
Shoals, Ala.

CONTACT
Sports Editor
DAVID HARTEN:
sports@chherald.com
Photo Editor
LIBBY ISENHOWER:
photo@chherald.com

Perrys separate sisterhood, player/coach relationship in stride
COREY OGBURN
Herald reporter
Redshirt freshman center-fielder
Brittney Perry is used to carrying out
orders from head coach Tyra Perry.
As her younger sister by 13 years,
she’s been doing it since as long as she
can remember.
Tyra Perry said she has coached Brittney
in spurts over both of their softball careers,
most recently at Birmingham Southern,
where Tyra coached last season.
Brittney started her career at BSC last
season, but was redshirted after an ankle
injury. She decided to transfer schools
when her older sister received the head
coaching position at Western.

“She had a lot of impact on my decision to come here,” Brittney said. “She
saw the school before me and told me that
it was good, so I decided to come without
even seeing the school.”
The softball sisters are part of a trend
of siblings in Western athletics.
Freshman forward D.J. Magley and
sophomore Jessica Magley each play
for the basketball programs, sophomores
Kelly and Katie Walker are members
of the women’s soccer team and junior
Andy True and senior Chad True play
tennis under head coach Jeff True, their
father.
Vincent Perry, Tyra and Brittney’s
father, said that it’s exciting for two of his
daughters to be a part of the same team.

“One of our daughters is making decisions and another is subject to the decisions made, so it’s a very unique situation,” he said.
When the Lady Toppers first heard
the news that their new head coach had a
younger sister that would be joining her
on the team, they were a bit apprehensive.
But now the team is comfortable with the
situation.
“I haven’t noticed any unfairness as
far as how Coach treats Brittney,” sophomore shortstop Kelsey McCauley said.
“She treats her like she treats every other
player, and Brittney works just as hard as
any of the rest of us.”
See SISTERS,

page
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TRACK & FIELD

Browhow, 4x400 team have record performances
CHRIS ACREE
Herald reporter
The men’s Sun Belt Conference Indoor
championship was a defining moment in
men’s track and field history, but senior
Jason Browhow said he didn’t feel like he
was a part of it.
“I was definitely happy, but even
though we as a team did win the indoor
conference meet, I didn’t really feel as
much a part of it as I would have liked,
“Browhow said. “I just felt like I didn’t
want to bask in the glory because I didn’t
feel like I contributed like I wanted to.”
Browhow was ruled academically
ineligible during the bulk of the indoor
season, but was able to compete in the
conference championships.
However, right before he was scheduled to run in his first race in the cham-

pionship meet, Browhow suffered a hamstring injury that kept him out of the
championships.
The men’s team went on to win their
first indoor conference championship
since 1976.
In the outdoor season, Browhow is
fully eligible and ready to contribute to
the team.
He has already qualified for his fourth
consecutive NCAA Regional meet, doing
so with a time of 51.54 during the Florida
Relays on April 4.
“I think Browhow is going to be the
guy that will hopefully continue to get
better through the championships and on
to the regionals and hopefully get another
chance to compete at a national level,”
coach Erik Jenkins said.
Browhow is familiar with success at a
regional level.

Last year, he was named to the allMideast Regional team after placing in
third in the 400-meter intermediate hurdles with a personal-best time of 51.04
seconds. He went on to the national meet,
where he placed 21st in the preliminaries
with a time of 52.48.
Browhow has had historical success in
the program.
He owns the second-fastest time in
school history in the 400-meter hurdles
and was part of the 4x400-meter relay
team that set the school record last year.
Junior Alecia Brown said seniors like
Browhow provide motivation for the
team.
“When a lot of your teammates qualify
for regionals, it kind of pushes you further
to try and qualify yourself,” Brown said.
See RECORD,
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It’s too bad we couldn’t avoid this,
but everyone saw it coming.
With Horn’s departure, former
Topper signees Brian Narcisse and
Ronald Nored followed suit, officially
broke from their National Letters-ofIntent to come and play for Western,
and are attending other schools.
Before that, all three of Horn’s
assistants jumped on the bandwagon
to join him at South Carolina.
At this point, new head coach
Ken McDonald has been able to keep
incoming freshman Jameson Tipping
from departing, but Tipping alone
won’t satisfy if the Toppers want to
compete right away.
So it’s time to play everyone’s
favorite game show, “Transition on
the Hill.”
To play, you have two options
behind two doors:
Door No.1: Take the upcoming season as a rebuilding year: McDonald
hires a few upcoming assistants he
knows who need a job, grabs a few
one-star recruits who previously were
being sought after by NAIA and
Division III schools, uses what he
has and prays that it all adds up to at
least a .500 season and hope everyone
understands.
Door No. 2: Take the higher road:
He grabs the assistants rumored to be
aching for the job, nabs a few prospects no one saw coming (something
Horn was very good at) and aims for
a sixth-straight 20-win season and
maybe an NIT berth.
I’m assuming by McDonald’s pedigree and glowing resume, he’ll choose
option 2.
Go and get those top assistants.
Make sure they have Western ties,
winning resumes and recruiting roots
in the talent-laden regions such as the
South and Midwest.
Former Topper great David Boyden
is said to possibly make a return as an
assistant. Ray Harper coached NAIApowerhouse Oklahoma City University
to back-to-back NAIA national titles
the past two seasons, and is the former head man at Kentucky Wesleyan,
where he won two NCAA Division II
titles. It’s hoped that McDonald digs
into those Clemson days to possibly
bring in that third assistant who can
recruit in the South.
Recruits may be a little harder to
come by with the signing periods long
gone.
Let’s say Tipping stays, knowing
his former high school teammate D.J.
Magley is still on the Topper roster.
If McDonald got Kevin Durant to
Texas, he can do something of that
sort for Western, though it might have
to come the junior college route (no
Joemal Campbells need apply).
See COLUMN,
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FOOTBALL

Offense, defense
make strides
ANDREW ROBINSON
Herald reporter
For five consecutive possessions Saturday, Western’s defense
began to show the improvement
coach David Elson has been looking for this spring.
The offense was forced into
four punts and a missed field
goal in Western’s full-scrimmage
Saturday at Smith Stadium.
“Overall, I think when we go
back and look at the film, we will
see this was one of the defense’s
better days,” Elson said. “We
have a lot of young guys making

youthful mistakes, but we haven’t
backed off. We’ve continued
to keep the pressure on and the
intensity up.”
Not everything was fine and
dandy for the defense. In 98 plays
for the offense, they scored seven
times.
Redshirt freshman quarterback
K.J. Black was at the helm for
four of the possessions, converting on 21 of 27 passes for 134
yards.
“K.J. continues to just mature,
make great decisions and get the
See STRIDE,
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dANIEl HOUGHTON/HErAld

Junior wide receiver Jessie Quinn runs the ball during last Wednesday’s practice in Smith Stadium.
The annual spring scrimmage will take place at 7 p.m. on Saturday.

▼

INSIDE
Night of
culture

▼

Western’s international
community got together Friday to share their
culture with campus.
PAGE 7B
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Animal
rights

▼

Residents gathered
in support of an ordinance creating county
standards for animal
rights. PAGE 4B

Obama

Supporters will rally
today at Fountain
Square Park. PAGE 4B

‘‘

QUOTABLE
“I think generationally
we are moving more
toward a work-to-live
society rather than the
old live-to-work mentality. I think employers
had to respond to the
demand of their workers, but also because
the employers are from
the same generations
and have the same
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philosophies.”
Brian Powell,
Poland Hall director
PAGE 2B

“There has always been
a stigma of what plussized women can do or
wear. I just want to present myself on point and
show that all women,
plus-sized or not, are
beautiful. Beauty is more
than looks; it’s also a
balance of confidence
and personality.”

Fountain Square Park as the enthusiastic and lively audience
socialized and united with laughter at the annual Mayhem in
the Square concert on Thursday.

CONTACT
Features Editor
NINA BOSKEN
Asst. Photo Editor
JOY LEWIS
(270) 745-6291

DANIEL HOUgHTON/HErALD

(Top) Neal Clayton, guitarist for Von Guarde, plays for fans during
Mayhem in the Square.
(Above) Stu Johnson, bass player for Von Guarde, performs at the
Mayhem in the Square concert, which was sponsored by revolution
91.7 radio station.

The show was organized by Revolution 91.7
radio station. A variety of alternative rock and
metal bands such as Empyrean Asunder, Moon
Taxi, The Protomen, Von Guarde and Wick-It
performed.
About 200 people attended the event, said
Murphy, a member of The Protomen who doesn’t
use a last name as part of the band’s identity.
The Bowling Green Humane Society was
also there taking donations for the shelter.
Murphy said he didn’t know what to expect
before coming to Mayhem.
He said that his band is a national touring
act and when Revolution asked them to perform, he was excited to share their music with
Bowling Green.
“Our band brings entertainment that hasn’t

been brought,” Murphy said.
Murphy said the group is not an ordinary
band because their songs tell a fable.
Mount Sterling freshman Nate Spicer said
The Protomen performance was one of the best
performances he had seen in a while.
“They melted your face off and just rocked,”
Spicer said.
Spicer said The Protomen just drew people
into the story.
Some bands opted for unique attire. The
Empyrean Asunder keyboardist was strapped
with duct tape and wore a gas mask. The band
played hard metal as they jumped around the
stage.
See MAYHEM,
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General Assembly considers new state symbols

The Little Red Corvette Bill

Embry proposed a bill in the House

See SYMBOLS,

page

3B

Odd legislation
The General Assembly passes many
bills every legislative session. Here are
some that didn’t quite make the cut in
the session that ends today.
HB 37
An act that would designate cornhole
as the official state game of Kentucky
HB 49
Would make the Corvette the official
sports car of Kentucky
HB 219
This bill would make the Bowling
Green Chamber Orchestra the
official chamber orchestra of the
Commonwealth.
HB 359
Designates the Bowling Green
Western Symphony Orchestra the oldest continuously operating professional
symphony orchestra in Kentucky

▼

that would designate the Corvette as
the official sports car of Kentucky. He
decided to use sports car in the title
as not to offend other carmakers in
Kentucky, such as Ford Motor Co. and
Toyota Motor Co. By including the word
“sports,” he eliminated any controversy
because “no other sports car manufactured in Kentucky compares with
Corvette,” he said.
Embry lives only 18 miles from
Bowling Green, which is home to the
world’s only Corvette manufacturing
plant. He wanted to recognize and honor
General Motors Co. for locating its plant
in Kentucky, and the managers and the
employees for contributing to the state.
“They are among the best people in
the community,” he said. “We are going
through rough economic times now, and
the museum — one of the biggest tourist
attractions — means a lot to the plant and
the community.”
Despite his efforts, Embry doesn’t
think the Corvette will become the official sports car of Kentucky, at least not
this time around, he said.

▼

Why did the chicken cross the state
border?
To get to the other side, so that it
doesn’t end up as the official picnic food
of Kentucky.
Huh?
Gov. Steve Beshear signed a bill on
April 7 designating the Kentucky Fried
Chicken original recipe as the “official”
picnic food of the Bluegrass State.
This bill joined a bevy of other odd
bits of legislation that legislators introduced in the session that ends today.
Some lawmakers want the city of
Somerset named the official car cruise
capital of the state.
If you cruised in a Corvette, some
lawmakers think you should be driving
the official state sports car.
The driver might listen to some music
on the way, and if they popped in a
Bowling Green Chamber Orchestra compact disc, those people are listening to
what one lawmaker wants to make the
official chamber orchestra of the commonwealth.

And for some relaxation after the
cruising, how about a game of cornhole?
It might become the official state game.
Each year, legislators in the House
and the Senate propose hundreds of bills
dealing with anything from teacher retirements to animal licenses. However, every
once in a while “fun bills” come along,
such as those that create state symbols,
emblems and “official” designations.
So far, Kentucky lawmakers have
passed 41 such bills, including the KFC
bill, an official state silverware pattern,
the official state outdoor musical and the
official state drink (milk).
The bills don’t receive a high priority
nor do they require a lot of debate.
Most passed unchallenged, said Rep.
C.B. Embry, R-Morgantown, who sponsored the Corvette bill.
“It’s just a fun thing and all states do
this,” he said. “We (Kentucky) might be
a little more into it than others but it helps
identify our state and something that
we’re proud of.”

▼

DUNJA ZDERO
Herald reporter

▼

‘‘

Samantha Wooten,
Burkesville freshman
PAGE 7B

RIALDA ZUKIC | Herald reporter

The loud riffs of the electric guitars echoed through

Atlanta sophomore,
Angela Oliver
PAGE 5B

“I think that Americans
should open their minds
more so Americans
don’t think that our
culture is the right way
and that is how everything else is supposed
to be. It’s really sad
that some Americans
aren’t willing to learn
about different cultures
because obviously there
are a lot out there that
are not well known but
very interesting.”

Mayhem benefits humane society

Source: http://lrc.ky.gov
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HRL families adjust to new life with children

ALEX BOOZE
Herald reporter
Surrounded by a baby carrier, stacks of games and toys,
Nick Wiard sat on the couch in
his office tucked away in a cozy
corner of Minton Hall.
The toys belong to his 5month-old daughter, Hayden.
Wiard, Minton Hall director
and resident, is just one of a
handful of dorm employees that
juggle family life and a busy
work schedule. Nick’s wife
Julia Wiard works in Downing
University Center as a coordinator of leadership and volunteerism.
Nick, who usually works 37
to 40 hours per week, said that
sometimes it’s hard to manage
both. But because he and his
wife love their jobs and work
with each other’s schedules, it
works out perfectly.
He usually spends the weekend and a few hours each day
with Hayden in the mornings
before taking her to day care at
First Baptist Church.
“Me and Julia think our jobs
are great because we can bring
Hayden here and put her in the
baby carrier, and the residents
just love seeing how she changes and grows,” he said.
Although he tries to spend
as much time with Hayden as
possible, he knows that there
are some things he is missing
out on. Hayden is now starting
to eat solid foods.
He said having an understanding wife and job has
helped him devote equal time to
both of these important aspects
of his life.
But a lot of employees on
campus have babies, he said.
“Because this job in particular requires an M.A. or a Ph.D.,
folks are staying in longer and

C Y
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babies in residence halls is not a
new thing,” he said.
No matter how much time
he spends at work, Nick said
he knows he can always come
home to family.
“I could have had the worst
day and I can come home to
Hayden’s laugh and her smile
and it puts everything into perspective,” he said. “You get
a lot out of parenting and it is
very rewarding because we are
shaping her.”
Nick’s goal is to work in
Housing and Residence Life
for a long time, but the 200809 academic year will be his
last as a hall director. He and
his wife are looking for a new
place to live off campus for the
future.
For Julia Wiard, having a job
she loves and being a mother
are both rewarding.
“It’s very hard being away
from her a lot,” she said. “I want
to be at home with her, but I
have an obligation to work too,
so sometimes I bring her in here
and it’s neat for me because I
know my co-workers get to see
her grow.”
She said that no two days are
the same. But because she and
Nick work together, it makes
their parenting experience more
rewarding.
“Everything about being a
mother is rewarding,” she said.
“When they smile and you
realize they are smiling at you
because of something you did,
it’s a great feeling.”
Savannah Pennington, a
Madisonville freshman and
Minton resident, said that sharing a residence with babies
makes her college experience
unique.
“It’s really neat and cute
because it’s like having little
dorm mascots running around,”

she said. “It’s funny how Nick
has the kangaroo pouch thing
going on when he carries his
daughter around to do ‘baby
rounds.’”
Brian Powell, Poland Hall
director, also devotes most of
his time to his wife, Carrie,
and his 22-month-old daughter,
Corrie.
“Sometimes, like now, I
don’t know how I juggle everything because everyone always
talks about time management,
but I think people should focus
more on ‘energy management,’”
he said. “You can’t manage
time, but you can manage your
energy and how you prioritize
your efforts.”
Powell and his wife try to

avoid putting Corrie in day care.
They occasionally have friends
from church watch her.
He said he thinks the role of
families is changing because
people are now spending more
time with their families.
“I think generationally
we are moving more toward
a work-to-live society rather than the old live-to-work
mentality,” he said. “I think
employers had to respond to
the demand of their workers,
but also because the employers are from the same generations and have the same
philosophies.”

AARon boRton/HeRALd

(Above) Nick Wiard
holds his baby,
Hayden, while doing
inspections on
Sunday evening in
Minton Hall.
(Left) Wiard changes
his 5-month-old
daughter Hayden’s
clothes in Minton
Hall where Wiard is
the hall director.

Reach Alex Booze
at diversions@chherald.com.
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WHAT’S YOUR STORY?

Senior expresses creativity visually, musically

JILL ERWIN
Herald reporter
Musical notes and scores, paint
brushes and canvases, lie among
the musical instruments and other
creative endeavors that Brittany
Jarboe has begun in her studio
space in the fine arts center.
Jarboe, an art major and
senior from North Vernon,
Ind., spends most of her time in
FAC painting. But she has continued with her musical roots
by joining a folk band, Steven
and the Ghosts, and minoring
in music.
She first picked up the violin
when she was 3, and later at
6 began playing the cello, the
instrument she mainly plays in
the band.
Her dad was a music teacher
and started the music program
at her middle school, Jennings
County Middle School.
So, her love for music
began.
“I started learning by ear and
sight,” Jarboe said. “My dad
plays music and I have uncles

SymbolS
Continued

from page

1B

The Sounds of
Bowling Green Bills

If Bowling Green doesn’t
become the home of the
official sports car, it might
become the home of the official
chamber orchestra and the
oldest continuously operating
professional symphony orchestra
in the commonwealth.
Speaker of the House Jody
Richards, D-Bowling Green,
proposed both bills.
House Bill 359 would
designate the Bowling Green
Western Symphony Orchestra
as the oldest in the state. The
symphony
orchestra
was
formed in 1908 as the Normal
School Orchestra. During the
past 100 years, the orchestra’s
membership has grown to
include not only university
students and faculty but
musicians from surrounding
regions as well.
HB 219 would designate
the Bowling Green Chamber
Orchestra as the official state
chamber orchestra. Since its
creation in 2000, the chamber
orchestra has done many things
to enrich the music education and
culture of Kentucky including
helping create Bowling Green
String Academy and many other
educational programs, Richards
said.
The ideas for the bills came
from community organizers
who felt that this designation
could help the orchestras and
get their name out beyond the
Bowling Green community,
Richards said.
“I strongly support the
chamber orchestra and filed this
bill to help promote it around
the state,” he said. “I believe
this is the best way I can help
the chamber and make more
people aware of its great gifts.”
Jeffrey A. Reed, founder,

that are involved in music, so it
was natural for me to also play
an instrument.”
When Jarboe enrolled at
Western, she first studied music
and wanted to be a studio musician, someone who’s hired to
record for artists for various labels.
But she changed her mind.
“I hated it,” she said. “You
have to know about classical
music and so much after that.
I discovered it wasn’t for me.
It didn’t find joy in it 24 hours
a day.”
She changed her major to art
and uses that as an outlet for her
creativity, but she didn’t give up
on her musical pursuits.
Lebanon Junction senior
Lindsay Harned, a fellow
musician, said Jarboe brings
depth and natural ability of
visual art to her music and
makes their senior trio more
complete.
“She is so musical-minded,”
Harned said. “Her background
with visual arts makes her very
sensitive to music and to her it
is more than just playing notes

on a page.”
This isn’t the first band
For the last several months, Jarboe has played with. For a
Jarboe has been practicing and short time she was in a sideperforming with four guys: project band that played hard
Steven Page, Russell Bryan, rock music. Her cello sounds
Jordan
Perciful
were distorted by
and David Page.
special equipment.
Steven and the
Now, she can play
Ghosts are a folkher instruments in
rock mix band that
different ways.
performs at places
“No more dissuch as Spencer’s
tortion,” she said.
Coffeehouse and
“Cello is much easBread & Bagel.
ier to play because
Jarboe plays the
I can create more
cello and fiddle for
things. I am more
the group.
familiar with cello,
Steven
Page,
therefore I can
a senior from
express more creGuntersville, Ala.,
ativity.”
said Jarboe just
The band pracshowed up to prac— Steven Page tices when it has a
tice one day and
Guntersville, Ala. senior show and spends
became part of the
at least three hours
band. She brings a
on average getting
lot of great assets to the group.
ready. But Jarboe practices her
“She brings strength,” Page instruments at least an hour
said. “We tend to play more each day.
rock music and she brings more
softness to the music and makes Reach Jill Erwin
it pretty.”
at diversions@chherald.com.

“She brings
strength. We
tend to play
more rock
music and
she brings
more softness
to the music
and makes it
pretty.”

music director and conductor Games, said the decision to add
of the chamber orchestra, said cornhole came because of its
the culture of a city makes growing popularity.
“It’s one of those hobbies
that city great, not roads and
other infrastructural things. that horseshoe was 20 to 40
years ago,” he
The designation
said. “Now that
would
bring
popularity
of
honor
and
that has gone
recognition to the
down, cornhole
orchestra and the
is picking up—
city of Bowling
and it’s portable.
Green.
You have to
“We can buy
take advantage
all the ads in the
of this kind of
world, but they just
popularity.”
don’t work as well
The American
as that third-party
C o r n h o l e
endorsement,” he
Association
said. “People who
that
have never heard
— Rick Hatcher reports
the
game
has
of the Bowling
executive director,
Green Chamber
Bluegrass State Games gained popularity
throughout
the
Orchestra might
world, especially
take a closer look
upon hearing of the designation.” with the help of military
personnel. The association
helps promote the game and
The One-Handed
helps establish guidelines for
Sport Bill
equipment and tournaments.
You can call it corn toss, beanRichards said that state
bag toss or even baggo, but if symbols help define the essence
Rep. Bill Farmer, R-Lexington, of the commonwealth.
gets his way, the state’s “official”
“‘My Old Kentucky Home,’
will be “cornhole.”
for example, immediately evokes
The Lexington Herald- memories of the state in a way
Leader reported that Farmer no other song can,” he said. “Our
came up with the idea for this state horse — the thoroughbred
bill after he saw the game played — does the same.”
at University of Kentucky
Despite the effort, Rep. Mike
tailgating parties, block parties Cherry, chairman of the House
and festivals all over the state.
State Government Committee,
“It’s kind of uniquely told Courier-Journal earlier this
Kentucky,” he said.
year that he doesn’t plan on
On March 20, Lexington’s allowing any votes on “naming”
Mayor, Jim Newberry, and bills pending in the legislation. If
Kentucky’s
Agriculture he allowed the voting on one, he
Commissioner, Richie Farmer, would have to allow it on all 10
announced the addition of and that would be silly, he said.
cornhole to the Bluegrass State
“Besides, if I passed one of
Games. The nonprofit program them, one of you guys would
promotes amateur athletics write a story about all the
across the commonwealth and important things we haven’t
hosts summer athletic events done, but we still have time to
throughout Central Kentucky, do this,” Cherry said.
stated the organization’s Web
site. cornhole joined 30 other To read the full version of this
sports including cycling, disc article, go to wkuherald.com.
golf, lacrosse and sailing.
Rick Hatcher, executive Reach Dunja Zdero
director of the Bluegrass State at news@chherald.com.

“Now that popularity of that has gone
down, cornhole is
picking up—and
it’s portable.
You have to take
advantage of this
kind of popularity.”

For A

ALTON STRUPP/HeRALd

Brittany Jarboe

Howlin’ Good Time
Karaoke
Tuesday

Margarita
Monday

Margaritas $1.95
All Day
Beer of the Month $2.95

Karaoke 8:30 - 11:30 PM

12 Wings for $5.99
All Day
Beer of the Month $2.95

Cold Beer Live Music
Here
Thursday
Domestic
Wednesday $1.95Bottles
$1.95 - 22 oz.
Join Us on the Patio
Beer of the Month
Live Music 8:30 PM
Draft All Day
Beer of the Month $2.95

Hot Server Sunday
Shuffleboard Tournament 4 PM
Rock Band 8 PM till Close
Margaritas - $1.95 1 PM till Close
$1.95 - 22 oz. Beer of the Month Draft 1 PM till Close
$1.95 Domestic Bottles 1 PM till Close
12 Wings for $5.99 All Day
(Hot Server Includes All Guests)

1780 Scottsville Road
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Animal rights ordinance under review Fountain Square rally
marks opening
of local Obama office

LAUREL WILSON
Herald reporter

A crowd of about 100 gathered
at Warren County Fiscal Court on
Friday to discuss an ordinance
that would create county standards for animal rights.
Judge-Executive
Mike
Buchanon said at the beginning of the forum that officials wouldn’t vote then, but
they wanted to hear the public’s
opinion about the ordinance.
Eighteen citizens voiced
their views, with both sides of
the debate well represented.
The audience was about
evenly split, as half the crowd
rose when supporters of the
ordinance were asked to stand
and the other half stood up in
opposition.
Bardstown junior Amanda
Hardeman and Lexington junior
Megan Hensley were among
those in support of the ordinance. They attended the forum
after they were given a flier the
day before.
“Animals are a very important part of my life, and it’s
appalling that Warren County
doesn’t have any animal rights
laws,” Hardeman said.
The first to speak at the forum
was Alvaton resident Jennifer
Chiles, head of the group of citizens that wrote the ordinance.
She explained that although
the city has an animal control
ordinance, the rest of the county
is only protected by state animal
control laws, which Chiles said
aren’t strict enough.
The ordinance focuses on
making sure dogs and cats
receive proper shelter, food and
sanitation, areas that the state law
doesn’t mention, Chiles said.
The ordinance would also
require that owners have a
license for all dogs and cats and
make it illegal to tie a dog to a
fixed point or to intentionally
hurt a dog or cat.
Livestock were excluded
from the most current draft of
the ordinance.
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EILEEN RYAN
Herald reporter

BRIANA SCROGGINS/HeRAld

Scout, a dog that belongs to Blessings Unleashed, a foundation that trains animals for children
with Autism, lies on the floor during the Fiscal Court meeting on Friday. Bowling Green resident Paul
Graham, right, said he came to the meeting just to listen to what was going on about the proposal for
the county animal ordinance. Bowling Green resident TC Carter, middle, is against the animal ordinance. “There are enough laws on the books that they (the law enforcement of Warren County) cannot enforce,” Carter said.
Otherwise, farmers would
be restricted from putting livestock in crates, which kept them
from supporting the ordinance,
Chiles said.
However, many farmers spoke
out against the ordinance even
with the exclusion of livestock.
Farmer Bobby Blair said
he doesn’t think he should be
required to register his dogs
because they always stay on his
property.
“Our Constitutional rights
are what separates us from the
rest of the world, and I want to
make sure that’s not infringed
upon,” Blair said.
Bowling Green resident
Oscar Cherry, who also has land
outside the city limits, said he
didn’t like that the ordinance
makes it illegal to attack animals even out of self-defense.
“If they’re after me or my
children, then I will go after
them, so I guess you’re just
going to have to put me in jail,”
Cherry said.

But many people spoke in
support of the ordinance as
well.
Suzanne Bloch lives in
Mitchell Heights, which is outside of Bowling Green, and said
the ordinance is needed because
animal abuse is still a problem
in small communities like hers.
Lorri Hare, director of the
Bowling Green-Warren County
Humane Society, spoke passionately in favor of the ordinance.
She showed pictures of
abused animals that the Humane
Society had to put to sleep
because nothing could be done
and asked the workers at the
Humane Society to stand.
“How is it fair to make these
employees deal with a problem
that the county can solve with
this ordinance?” Hare asked.
Debbie Shoulders, a representative from the South Central
Kentucky Veterinary Medical
Association, said that she agrees
that something needs to be done

about cruelty issues, but that
she is concerned about the interpretation of the ordinance and
thinks it’s too specific.
She told about a veterinarian
she knows who was approached
by animal control when his dog
was left outside in the rain, even
though he had a carport for the
dog to go under.
The dog just hadn’t chosen
to move under the shelter, so it
wasn’t a matter of neglect at all,
she said.
Shoulders said she is worried
that animal control won’t use
common sense in cases like those
when enforcing the ordinance.
After the two-hour forum,
Buchanon told Chiles to work
with those opposed to the ordinance and create a new draft
before the ordinance would
come to a vote, but no date
was set as to when that might
happen.
Reach Laurel Wilson
at news@chherald.com.

C Y
M K

The windows at 816 State
St. are newly decorated with
large, patriotic painted O’s.
Inside the door, volunteers are already busy calling
Bowling Green residents to
ask whom they plan to vote
for in the upcoming Kentucky
Democratic primary.
The Bowling Green Obama
Campaign Headquarters opens
today, and about 200 supporters are expected to rally in
celebration at Fountain Square
Park at 5:15 p.m.
At the rally, Western junior
Emily Cooper will speak about
the importance of this election
to young Americans. Former
Bowling Green Mayor Patsy
Sloan and former state Sen.
Nick Kafoglis will also speak in
support of Sen. Barack Obama.
The office is one of at least
six opening in Kentucky this
week.
Shailen Bhatt, a 2001
Western graduate, is the
regional field director for
Obama’s campaign. He said
that Bowling Green was chosen because it’s a regional
hub.
Western’s campus is another reason the campaign office
chose Bowling Green.
“A lot of college kids are
really fired up about Barack,”
Bhatt said.
Rally coordinators are
encouraging people who
attend the rally to visit the
new office afterwards, where
they can sign up for volunteer
positions and pick up buttons
and stickers, Bhatt said.
The office will be a base
for volunteers to work from
and a resource for Obama sup-

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

porters. Campaign workers
plan on knocking on people’s
doors, giving out campaign
information and registering
voters, Bhatt said.
“You just create that buzz,
you just create that excitement and you just create that
awareness that Kentucky is
very important to the Obama
campaign,” Bhatt said. “So for
every phone call that we make,
every door that we knock on,
it just adds exponentially to
that excitement.”
Supporters came together
to form the informal organization in February for the group
Bowing Green for Obama,
volunteer Tim Ayres said.
Ayres said the group didn’t
think the race would still be so
close by the time the Kentucky
primary came around, but
eager to have a chapter in
Bowling Green.
“We’re absolutely thrilled,”
Ayres said.
With the state primary on
May 22 and Sens. Hillary
Clinton and Obama close in
the polls, states with later primaries like Kentucky play a
bigger role than they have in
the past.
National Obama campaign members told volunteers in Bowling Green to
prepare to set up an office if
the Democratic candidate race
was still close by Kentucky’s
late primary date, Ayres said.
The national campaign
staff came to Bowling Green
two weeks ago to prepare the
headquarters.
“We’re going to do everything we can to make sure it’s a
competitive race,” Ayres said.
Reach Eileen Ryan
at news@chherald.com.
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(left) Bowling Green sophomore Audrey Fry sings “Amazing
Grace” during the talent portion of the 2008 Omega Psi Phi fraternity’s Miss Omega pageant.
Atlanta sophomore Angela Oliver smiles after being crowned
Miss Omega 2008.

Fraternity’s full-figured
pageant crowns second winner
STEPHANIE KEENE
Herald reporter
Clad in a bubble gum pink
dress and gold stilettos, Bowling
Green sophomore Audrey Fry
danced across the stage of DUC
Theater Friday night.
The audience cheered and
rooted her on. She swung her
hair and shook her hips with
deliberate confidence.
This scene was all too familiar for Fry.
Friday marked the second
annual Miss Omega Pageant
hosted by Omega Psi Phi fraternity.
It was the second time
Fry participated in the pageant dedicated to showcasing
and embracing the beauty of
Western’s full-figured women.
Fry said she participated a
second time to confirm her confidence.
“Being able to do this a second time, it has taken my confidence level and sky-rocketed,”
she said. “My confidence is
unbelievable at this point.”
While on stage, Fry and the
pageant’s three other contestants
danced to Beyonce’s “Freakum
Dress,” strutted to popular hits
from the ‘90s, pranced seductively in their lingerie and glided
elegantly in their formal wear.

This year’s pageant consisted
of seven parts: opening dance,
club wear, business attire, lingerie, talent, formal wear and
question and answer.
Louisville sophomore Marjon
Watson participated in the Miss
Omega Pageant last year.
Watson said she came to
show support for the contestants
and the pageant.
“Even though we’re plussized, we’re still pretty,” she said.
“We just have more on us.”
Montez Phillips, pageant
adviser and Louisville graduate
student, said he hopes the pageant opens the eyes of people
who might not view full-figured
women as beautiful.
“These girls up here are
everyday women,” he said.
“Everyday women like our
moms, grandmothers, aunts,
sisters ... a lot of women in our
lives are full-figured. We need
to embrace and appreciate their
inner and outer beauty.”
Marion Rumph, a senior
from Bradenton, Fla., and
fraternity member, said he
enjoyed seeing the transformation of confidence within the
contestants.
“They are completely different from how they were on
day one,” he said. “The way
they danced, they way they talk-

ed, you can just see how they
changed.”
As the night came to a close
and it was time to crown the
2008 Miss Omega, last year’s
Miss Omega, Bryttnee Price,
admitted she was anxious to see
who won.
Fry was named runnerup and Atlanta sophomore
Angela Oliver was crowned as
Western’s second Miss Omega.
Though Fry didn’t win the
title of Miss Omega, she said
she was very excited and proud
of Oliver and all the contestants.
The contestants are a testimony to people to keep pushing for what they want and to
always be ahead, she said.
Oliver said she hopes to
break the negative views some
people might have about fullfigured women.
“There has always been
a stigma of what plus-sized
women can do or wear,” she
said. “I just want to present
myself on point and show
that all women, plus-sized
or not, are beautiful. Beauty
is more than looks; it’s also
a balance of confidence and
personality.”
Reach Stephanie Keene
at news@chherald.com.

WKU SPIRIT

Unforgettable, life-changing music making
MAKING MUSIC ONE STUDENT AT A TIME

Department of Music

Experience the Big Red Marching Band
at Western Kentucky University. Be a part of this
high-spirited group in 2008-2009.
Enroll Now! MUS 347 CRN 07193
Big Red Marching Band and Basketball Band
Receive a tuition stipend for being an active member
in the athletic bands. For more information about athletic bands
contact
Jeff Bright, Associate Director of Bands
jeff.bright@wku.edu
Joe Stites, Interim Director of Bands
joe.stites@wku.edu

WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY www.wku.edu/Music
a leading university with international reach

270.745.3751
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(Left) Through the fog on
Montgomery Street in Auburn,
one can see the reflection of
a blue house and trees in a
resident’s pond.

life in

Auburn

42206

(Below left) Logan County
resident Bobby Powell, left, has
been working for Colonial House
Furniture for 18 years. Powell
does several different jobs, such
as spraying lacquers and tints on
the finished pieces, as well as
assembling and delivering them.
Central City resident Steve Smith,
right, said he shades the lacquer
and sprays on clear coats. “Each
piece of furniture takes up seven
or eight coats,” Smith explains.

Photos by BRIANA SCROGGINS

(Below) Elizabeth Stutzman,
left, 13, and Anita Hostetler,
right, of Logan County hold the
double-dutch jump ropes as
Rachelle Gingerich, 10, jumps
in. The girls at the Providence
Mennonite School often jump
rope, sing songs or play sports
during their recess time.

(Above) Auburn resident
Susanna Higgins, 7, holds
her little sister, Crystalyn,
called “Crissy,” tightly as they
go around on the merry-goround. Their brother, John
Higgins, 9, pushes the merrygo-round to build up speed
before jumping on.
(Right) Members of the First
Presbyterian Church meet early
Friday morning for the Good
Friday service. Auburn resident
Oneida Roger, 84, sits by herself
on the left. Sharing one blue
hymnal book are Mary and
Grover Corum, both 81. Logan
County resident Karen Napier
sits behind them and sings along.
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Speaker discusses
Mayan civil rights
in Guatemala

were given to indigenous people by the non-indigenous.
According to del Valle
While minorities in America Escalante, Guatemalans once
struggled to attain civil rights referred to indigenous Mayan’s
in the 1960s and 1970s, a as lazy, unable to change and
similar struggle was occurring even willing to be mistreated.
elsewhere. This conflict was Others have said that the indighappening in the small Latin enous world is a “problem” to
American nation of Guatemala. be resolved, calling the culture
The difference between the non-modern.
civil rights movements in the
Del Valle Escalante said that
United States and Guatemala indigenous cultures were miswas that the latter was hardly a represented until activists like
known issue worldwide, even De Lión came around. De Lión
though the Guatemalan conflict himself became involved with
resulted in civil war.
the Guatemalan civil war until
Guatemala is a country that he was executed.
did not recognize its indigenous
Del Valle Escalante said
Mayans as true citizens until that De Lión’s sacrifice has
after the war occurred.
opened the door for Mayas.
Students attendDe Lión lived in a
ed a presentation
time where fightThursday
entiing was the only
tled “Rethinking
choice. Del Valle
Nationalism and
Escalante said the
Interethnic Politics
Maya world has
in Guatemala.”
culturally survived
The event was part
through De Lión’s
of a 2008 Latino
works and through
series in which a
others who fought
variety of speakMayan civil
— ryan Schwank for
ers talk to students
rights in a time of
Bowling Green senior
about important
struggle.
Latin American
Bowling Green
issues of the past
sophomore Cayce
and present.
Johnson said the event was
The event included a discus- important because it is not comsion about the first Guatemalan monly heard of.
novel ever written by a Mayan.
“It brings a lot of light to the
Luis de Lión’s book “El tiempo issues of Guatemala that aren’t
principia en Xibalbá,” focuses covered by our media,” Johnson
on the importance of indig- said.
enous Mayans in Guatemala.
Bowling Green senior Ryan
De Lión’s book was a Schwank attended the event.
response to the oppression being He said that Mayan nationalism
placed on his indigenous Mayan was of great importance.
people. The book was written
“It’s an opportunity to learn
amid a civil war in De Lión’s something that you’re never
country during the 1970s.
going to learn in a classroom,”
Event speaker Emilio del Schwank said.
Valle Escalante, an assisJohnson said he thinks that
tant professor of Spanish and more people need to learn about
Latin American studies at the this issue.
University of North Carolina,
“It’s important because it’s
said that De Lión’s book is the 21st century and these peoimportant because it points out ple are still oppressed, and no
that Guatemala is a multicul- one’s talking about it,” Johnson
tural country.
said.
The presentation focused on
ridding the stereotypes placed Reach Ryan Franklin
on indigenous cultures, which at diversions@chherald.com.
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RYAN FRANKLIN
Herald reporter

“it’s an opportunity to learn
something that
you’re never
going to learn in
a classroom.”
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Continued
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Louisville senior Chris Morris,
a disc jockey at Revolution, said
Mayhem was a positive thing
because it not only helped the bands
get their music out to the public,
but it also helped abandoned pets
find a home. Morris said it also
helps Revolution interact with the
community.
“It’s great to see the diversity
of the crowd,” Morris said.
Madisonville
freshman
Joshua Sedlak said he thought
more Western students would
have attended the event than
what he saw, he said.
“I thought that it would be a
Western event, but it didn’t turn
out that way,” he said.
Sedlak said that Western
students have routine schedules
and that they may not have time
to attend local events.
Pancho Guzman, an eighthgrader at Bowling Green Junior
High, said he lives downtown
and that the loud music brought
him out.

Brendan Sullivan/Herald

Shabbar Ranapurwala, 25, of India performs a traditional welcoming act to Khulud Ziadi, 26 and nada al Zaben, 26, of Saudi arabia.
Once the welcoming act is finished, a red powder is applied to the forehead.

Gathering brings together world cultures
ALEX BOOZE
Herald reporter
The sweet smells of apple
enchiladas and German chocolate cake filled the fourth
floor of Downing University
Center Friday night during
International Night 2008.
Students from around the
world greeted and hugged each
other as they gathered together
to teach others about their cultures.
International Night was created as a way to bring Western’s
students together in an environment where they could share
and enjoy each other’s unique
cultures and backgrounds.
More than 12 countries
were represented and an estimated 400-500 people showed
up to participate throughout the
night, said Reed Vesey, director of study abroad and global
learning, one of the six organizations that helped coordinate
the event.
“I think it turned out brilliantly well,” Vesey said.

“Students got a chance to get
some real interaction going on
between different people from
different cultures and they had
fun while they were doing it.”
Vesey said that International
Night wasn’t created to raise
money, but instead to pull
together all the ideas and
resources of the organizations
that created it to portray the
lives of other cultures.
Sin-Ae Kim, a junior from
Seoul, South Korea, sat behind
a table wearing a “humbok,”
a piece of silk attire worn by
Koreans that they hope will
bring good luck and money.
Kim said she decided to represent her country because she
likes to get together with other
Koreans to show people their
culture and how different it is
from China and Japan.
“I don’t think Americans
realize that the Korean culture and theirs is a lot alike
because the young people are
pretty much the same,” Kim
said. “We both like to listen to
music, read or just hang out.”

Kim said that she likes that
Americans aren’t afraid to
approach Koreans to try talk to
them in their language.
Burkesville
freshman
Samantha Wooton came
because she is friends with
an international student. She
watched the dance group Xhibit
perform.
“I love seeing different cultures and learning about them,
but I didn’t realize how different other cultures were,”
Wooton said. “I come from an
all-white school, so it is neat
seeing how different everything is.”
Wooton
thinks
more
Americans should want to learn
about different cultures other
than their own, she said.
“I think that Americans
should open their minds more
so Americans don’t think that
our culture is the right way and
that is how everything else is
supposed to be,” she said. “It’s
really sad that some Americans
aren’t willing to learn about
different cultures because obvi-

ously there are a lot out there
that are not well known but
very interesting.”
Sandeep Singh, a graduate
student from Lucknow, India,
stood by his table holding a
silver tray with a candle in
the middle and greeted people
using “aarti,” a formal welcome ritual in which red powder is placed on the forehead
of visitors.
Singh said that he wanted to
represent India because it’s one
of the most diverse countries
in the world, and has hundreds
of different religions. He said
he believes that International
Night is a great way to help
Western with its cultural shift.
Singh said that Kentuckians
are sometimes more friendly
than people from India.
“Now that I am in America,
I am able to express myself
and I can think differently and
express how I really feel,” he
said.
Reach Alex Booze
at diversions@chherald.com.

“This is nice, because it
unites people,” Guzman said.
Teresa Cash, the Humane
Society transport driver, said
that the event was great for
getting the word out about
the abandoned animals at the
shelter.
Cash said the event helped
them with the funding, since
all of the organization’s funds
come from donations only. She
also said that the energy of the
crowd was great, as well as the
bands that performed.
Sedlak said he doesn’t
think that people were paying
enough attention to the Humane
Society.
“It’s a great cause for the
animals, but people are more
into the music,” Sedlak said.
Elizabethtown freshman
Justin Lawson said it was a
good idea to have the Humane
Society at the event because it
helps animals.
“I don’t have any money, but
if I had some, I’d be willing to
help out the Humane Society,”
Lawson said.
Reach Rialda Zukic
at diversions@chherald.com.

News brief

SGA to protest plus/minus

The Student Government
Association will silently protest
the plus/minus grading system
at the University Senate meeting
on Thursday.
The group will meet at 3 p.m.
on Thursday outside the Garrett
Conference Center ballroom.
SGA president Jeanne
Johnson said that this protest
would be different from other
plus/minus protests because
protesters will not be asked to
stand outside and shout.

C Y
M

Instead, protesters will be
asked to sit silently inside while
the University Senate meets.
This semester, the SGA
asked
each
campuswide
organization to send one
individual dressed in clothes
that are easily identifiable with
the organization.
Johnson said the idea is to
show that every organization on
campus is against plus/minus.
Check online on Thursday
for coverage of the protest.
— Neil Siders
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